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SHE Z AN

—THE RESTAURANT—

Shezan has been serving the finest Indian and Pakistani cuisine for over forty years and
S continues to offer an exciting selection of Indian and Pakistani favourites from the well-

appointed Menu and la carte and its attentive and friendly service complements the
comfortable candle-lit surroundings.
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CONCIERGE

Some of the most interesting requests made to Arabisk *s most experienced concierge

%% RESTAURANTS & DELIS

BOMBAY PALACE
50 Connaught St.
London W2 2AA
020 7723 8855

SHEZAN

16 — 22 Cheval Place

Knightsbridge
London SW7 1ES
0207 584 9316

SAMARQAND

18 Thayer St.
London , W1U 3JY
020 7935 9393

ISHBILIA

8-9 William St.
London SW1X 9HL
020 7235 7788

%E SHISHA CAFE’s & LIVE MUSIC

CANDY CAFE

11 — 15 Chase Road
Park Royal

London NW10 6PT
0208 453 1660

MAYA LOUNGE
763-765 Harrow Rd
Wembley HAO 2LW
0208904 2636

BEIRUT NIGHTS

19 Abbey Road
Park Royal

London NW10 7RB
0208 961 2101

%% ACCESSORIES & JEWELLERY

NOMINATION ITALY
Westfield London Shopping
Centre

18t Floor

London W12 7GE

0208 749 6331

TATEOSSIAN
Westfield London
Shopping Centre
The Village
London W12 7GE

ANGELICA LONDON
Westfield London
Shopping Centre
18t Floor

London W12 7GF
0208 743 7452

%% HAIR & BEAUTY

GEORGE SALON

358 Edgware Road

London W2 1EB

0207 723 6666 / 07877 736176

NAIL BAR BLUSH

7 William St.
Knightsbridge
London SW1X 9HL
07718 137711

¥S TAXIS & MINICABS

HEATHROW EXPRESS CARS
0208 998 8887 / 0208 997 4449
07950 881503 / 07733 884676

SUMMER CARS
07882 026311

GULF SALON

5 Norfolk Place
Paddington
London W2 1QN
07766 171752
07773 947777

%S TECHNOLOGY & REPAIRS

GALAXY TECHNICAL

67 Praed St.

Paddington

London W2 1NS

0207 262 0094 / 07511 177994
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GLOBAL EXECUTIVES SERVICES

London, France, Morocco, USA & Brazil

Individual Bodyguard Service | Personal Protection | Family Protection (Children and Women) | Kidnapping prevention
Asset Protection | Residential Security with CCTV installation | Travel Security | Matrimonial surveillance & prenuptial Investigations

SPECIAL OFFER FOR ARABISK MAGAZINE READERS

www.global-executives-services.com
Tel: + 44 (0) 7873 567 640 / Email: global.executives.services@gmail.com
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TEL: 0208 997 8885 | MOB: 0750 8257 657

33 HANGER LANE, EALING HOUSE, NORTH EALING, LONDON W5 3HJ
WWW.ARDENSOLICITORS.COM
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CONTINENTAL GT SPEED CONVERTIBLE

With peak power of 635 PS, the Continental GT Speed
Convertible stands at the pinnacle of the Bentley Continental
stable. A full throttle standing start sees 60 mph flash past in
just 4.1 seconds, with a top speed of 203 mph. Yet Bentley’s
engineering team has ensured that the new GT Speed
W12 engine and powertrain is just as fuel-efficient as the
Continental GT.

The latest engine management system, an eight-speed
transmission and careful refinement of the turbocharger
settings have seen an overall improvement of %12 in fuel
economy, with a commensurate increase in tank range

compared to the previous generation model. Revised
Electronic Stability Programme calibration gives the driver
free rein to explore the limits with safety, while the sports
chassis tune and lowered suspension accentuates the glued-
to-the-road sensation during high speed cornering. Searing
power, precise handling yet civilised behaviour in city traffic:
a powertrain of supercar performance, in every sense.

The Continental GT Speed Convertible features a sport-
tuned exhaust, a deep baritone, civilised and refined during
high-speed cruising, building to a crescendo - deeper and
more exhilarating - under hard acceleration.







FASHION
FOR HER

#2

1- McQueen Sheepskin Mongolian Trim Jacket £880 , Farfetch.com. @ 2- Alexon Black Sexy Sateen Maxi Dress £199
Houseoffraser.co.uk. @ 3- Philosophy Mongolian Fur Gilet £725, Net-a-porter.com. @ 4- Citizens of Humanity Emerson
Boyfriend Jeans In Quiet Riot £285 , www.citizensofhumanity.com. ® 5- McQueen Sleeveless V Neck Panel Dress £351

Net-a-porter.com. ® 6- Michael Kors Sleeveless Flared Belted Dress £165 , www.michaelkors.com. @ 7- Philosophy Sleeveless
Ruffle Front Sequin Panel Dress £375, Net-a-porter.com. @ 8- Kurt Geiger Belgravia High Heel Sandals £295
www.kurtgeiger.com. @ 9- UGG Classic Tall Boots £189 , www.uggaustralia.co.uk. @ 10- Pied a Terre Rangelp Simple Calf
Dressy Buckle Boots £210, Houseoffraser.co.uk. @ 11- Kurt Geiger Foxglove High Heeled Court Shoes £275
www.kurtgeiger.com.



#16

#19

12- Michael Kors Long Sleeved Asymetric Top With Neck Detail £90 , www.michaelkors.com. @ 13- Shubette Placement
Print Dress £150, Houseoffraser.co.uk. @ 14- Karen Millen Paint Printed Shift Dress £160 , Karenmillen.com.

15- Biba Embellished Keyhole Peasant Blouse £69 , www.mybiba.com. @ 16- Jaeger Stretch Leather Skirt £450,
Jaeger.co.uk. @ 17- JS Collections Fan Sequin Dress £260 , www jscollections.com. @ 18-Planet Pink And Black Bandage
Dress £149 Houseoffraser.co.uk. ® 19- Jaeger Wool Silk Long Cardigan £120, Jaeger.co.uk. @ 20- MaxMara Bussola
Tweed Biker £265 Maxmara.com.



ACCESSORIES
FOR HER

1- Sonia Rykiel Jean Tan Medium Tote Bag £1095.00 , www.soniarykiel.com. @ 2- Hugo Boss Black Woven Tote Bag £700.00
store-uk.hugoboss.com. @ 3- Moschino Black Small Chain Clutch Bag £630.00 , www.moschino.com. @ 4- Jane Taylor Exclusive
Printed Feather Saucer £300.00 , www.houseoffraser.co.uk. ® 5- Marc by Marc Jacobs MBM3298 Henry Ladies Gold Bracelet
Sport Watch £259.00 , www.marcjacobs.com. @ 6- Karl Lagerfeld KL2002 EDGE Black Leather Ladies Watch £419.00,
www.karl.com. @ 7- Marc by Marc Jacobs MBM3298 Henry Ladies Gold Bracelet Sport Watch £259.00 , www.marcjacobs.com.
8- Lauren by Ralph Lauren Black Belting Print Belt £49.00 , www.ralphlauren.co.uk. @ 9- L.K. Bennett Robyn Saffiano Patent
Double Strap Belt £80.00 , www.lkbennett.com. ® 10- L.K. Bennett Willow Wide Belt £145.00 , www.lkbennett.com. ® 11- Tom Ford
Sunglasses Women5S Rectangle Sunglasses £213.00 www.tomford.com. @ 12- Paul Smith London Silk Swirl Square Scarf £130.00,
www.paulsmith.co.uk. @ 13- Ted Baker Tangled Floral Silk Square Scarf £65.00 , www.tedbaker.com/uk. @ 14- D&G Sunglasses
Dg4214 Ladies Square Sunglasses £340.00.



George

Hair Salon

358 Edgware Rd, London W2 1EB
Tel:  +44 (0) 20 7723 6666
Mob:. +44 (0) 78 777 36176



FASTHION

FOR HIM

1- Jack & Jones Cargo Short £32.00 , www.jackjones.com. @ 2- Diesel Safado 823G Straight Leg Mid Wash Jean £80.00
store.diesel.com. @ 3- J Brand Tyler Beacon Slim Leg Jean £148.00 , www.jbrandjeans.com. @ 4- Jack & Jones Cargo Short Now
£32.00 , www.jackjones.com. @ 5- Polo Ralph Lauren V Neck Combed Jersey T Shirt £40.00 , www.ralphlauren.co.uk.

6- Polo Ralph Lauren Ralph Lauren Oxford Slim Fit Shirt £85.00 , www.ralphlauren.co.uk. @ 7- Hugo Boss Denim Collar Polo
Shirt £75.00, store-uk.hugoboss.com. @ 8- Ted Baker Lindob Polo Shirt £65.00 , www.tedbaker.com/uk. @ 9- Fred Perry Long
Sleeve Coloured Button Shirt £75.00 , www.fredperry.com. @ 10- Dune Fur Lined Driver Slipper £40.00 , www.dunelondon.com.
11- Polo Ralph Lauren Wes Stitch Detail Suede Penny Loafer £125.00 , www.ralphlauren.co.uk. @ 12-Paul Smith London Saturn
Lace Up White Wedge Gibson Shoes £190.00 , www.paulsmith.co.uk. @ 13-Armani Jeans City Logo T-Shirt £80.00,
www.armaniexchange.com/uk.



#22 =

14- Levi's 508 Marin Taper Fit Light Wash Jean £146.00 , www.levi.com/GB/en_GB. @ 15- Polo Ralph Lauren Ralph Lauren WC
Polo Shirt Brazil £115.00 , www.ralphlauren.co.uk. @ 16- Levi's Line 8 508 Tapered Dark Wash Jeans £180.00
www.levi.com/GB/en_GB. @ 17- Lacoste Sumac 4 Ap Striped Casual Boat Shoe £95.00, shop-uk.lacoste.com. @ 18-Mango
Leather Biker Jacket £199.99 , Houseoffraser.co.uk. @ 19- Polo Ralph Lauren Harvey-Ne Lace Up Foxing Detail Sneakers £75.00
www.ralphlauren.co.uk. @ 20- Linea Ltd Kaiser Japanese Printed Short Sleeve Shirt £40.00, Houseoffraser.co.uk.

21- Polo Ralph Lauren Classic Long Sleeve Gingham Shirt £85.00 , www.ralphlauren.co.uk. @ 22- Tommy Hilfiger Solid Linen
Shirt £85.00, Houseoffraser.co.uk.



ACCESSORIES
. FOR HIM

1- Ted Baker Tonal Cotton Flat Cap £35.00, www.tedbaker.com/uk. @ 2- Diesel DZ7308 Mens Tan Leather Dual Time Watch
£229.00 store.diesel.com. @ 3- Polo Ralph Lauren Logo Gold Plated Cufflink £105.00 , www.paulsmith.co.uk. @ 4- Ted Baker Pai
£49.00 www.tedbaker.com/uk. @ 5- Hugo Boss Wallet And Card Holder Giftbox £129.00, store-uk.hugoboss.com. @ 6- Marc by
Marc Jacobs Larry Tan Leather Mens Military Watch £259.00, www.marcjacobs.com. @ 7- Calvin Klein Messenger Bag £65.00,

www.calvinklein.com. @ 8- Polo Ralph Lauren Check Scarf £68.00, www.ralphlauren.co.uk. @ 9- Armani Jeans Belt In A Box £88.00,
Houseoffraser.co.uk. ® 10- Polo Ralph Lauren Polo Plaque Belt £68.00 , www.ralphlauren.co.uk. ® 11- Ray-Ban Mens Gunmetal

Aviator Sunglasses £170.00 www.ray-ban.com/uk. @ 12- Rotary GS90509/10 Black Mens Watch £425.00 , www.rotarywatches.com.

13- Gucci MenS Rectangle Sunglasses £318.00 , www.gucci.com/uk/home.



SALON FURNITURE

Jaguar
Barber Chair

colo®Ray
Brazilian KERATIN

SATIN SMOOTH

Moroccan Argan Oil
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Barbicide
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Brazilian Keratin & Argan

Steam free deep nourishing Keratin
treatment and Argan oil after care to
repair frizzy and dry hair and transform
client’s hair into smooth silky hair.
100% Brazilian | Made in USA | FDA

Note: If you suffer from hair loss and hair
thinning symptoms please review our best
seller anti hair loss treatment NEWHAIR+
Recommended by salons since 1995 and
used globally by men and women.

Salon Supplies, Furniture & Export

Ceriotti www.KazemHair.com
FONEX

amazon 558A Harrow road
ENERGY London W9 3QG
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NADSON]|

LONDON

Exclusive Fabrics

; Swiss Voiles ® Laces ® African Wax Prints

Hadson English Wool ¢ Brocades * Cotton

\ Printed Silks ® Chiffons ® Saris * Woollens
Suitings & Shirtings * Thobes ® Scarves

Large Range of Printed Cotton ® Trimmings
Haberdashery « Huge Range of Plains
Bespoke & Embellishment Creations
Hotel Service Available
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Hadson House, 432 Edgware Road, London W2 1EG
T +44 (0) 20 3230 4050 « F +44 (0) 20 3230 4060
info@hadson.com

SHOP ONLINE @ www.hadson.com

Find uson

Facebook




NOMINATION|

I TALY

COLECTION

NOMINATION.COM » MADE IN ITALY

NOMINATION LONDON: WESTFIELD LONDON SHOPPING CENTRE - 1ST FLOOR, ARIEL WAY, W12 /7GE e TEL: 0208 749 06331

NOMINATION RIYADH: CENTRIA MALLCROSSING OIAYA ST WITH TAHUAH ST« TEL +966 14643332 - NOMINATION DAHRAN:
DHARAN MALL: GATE 13 « TEL. +966 38686628 - NOMINATION KUWAIT: ALSALHIA COMPLEX SHOWROOM NO. B13, 2ND FLOOR
MEZZANINE + ALQEBLAH AREA BLOCK NO. 13 BID. N°800522 + MUHAMMED THUNIAN ALGHANIM ST. « TEL. +965 22996561
NOMINATION DUBAI: THE DUBAI MALL INSIDE GALERIES |AFAYETTE GROUND FLOOR JEWEIRY SECTION = SHAIKH ZAYED ROAD
TEL. +971 501980099 - ARABIAN CENTERGROUND FLOOR NIGHT COURT « ALKHAWANEE|] ROAD, MIRDIFF » TEL. +971 42565777



EXTENSION COLLECTION = MADE IN ITALY « NOMINATION.COM
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OPTIONS FOR
RESIDENCY AND
CITIZENSHIP IN THE
UK BY ARAB BANKER
ASSOCIATION .
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Eighty ABA members and their friends attended the
Association’sexpert briefing on options for residency and
citizenship in the UK andother territories. The briefing
addressed the investment conditionsattached to various
types of residency, the time taken to achievepermanent
residency status and/or citizenship, and the tax
implicationsof residency/citizenship.

The event was sponsored by EdwinCoe, Henley&Partners
and London&Capital.

Three slide presentations were given by DhrutiThakrar, a
partnerwith EdwinCoe, Mark Estcourt, Executive Director
of London&Capital, and HakanCortelek, Managing
Partner of Henley&Partners

All the speakers had direct experience of helping
investors manage their applications for residency and
citizenship, .

This seminar on immigration was one of several the the
ABA holds on technical subjects during the course of
each year.
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The best services at the lowest rates with

TYMA A CARS
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UAE Strong Delegation at

L.ondon’s Abu Dhabi Investment Forum

pstitutional
nvestor

By Tomer Ben, Arabisk Magazine Business Development Manager

Institutional Investor event at Hilton Park Lane takes place day after UK-Saudi Investment

Forum illustrating global economic recovery and UAE's philosophy for international expansion

he Abu Dhabi Investment Forum was attended
by over 300 delegates from around the world ,
including
key leading figures from the Gulf Region
who arrived in London to enhance their UK
operations, drive new
investments and commercial ties:
Hamed Abbas, Senior Executive -Business Development,
Khalifa Industrial Zone Abu Dhabi:
" Kizad approach is business-made-easy: even before our
clients start operations we deliver bankable
agreements (Musataha), expert's advice and a world-class

transport infrastructure by Sea, Air, Roads and
Railways. Today, we are in London to communicate this and
mazimise the exporure of Kizad in Europe.”

Andrew Woods, Senior Relationship Manager Corporate
Banking, The National Bank of Abu Dhabi:

" Our business unit at One Knightsbridge continuously caters
an array of individuals and leading companies,

the Abu Dhabi Investment Forum is a fantastic platform for us
to to meet new clients, listen to expert's

panelists and discuss new business ideas in order to generate
wealth in both regions”.
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UK -SAUDIINVESTMENT FORUNI
Attracts high-level Participation

SAUDI
\BRITISH

By Tomer Ben, Arabisk Magazine Business Development Manager

Euromoney and SAGIA, the Saudi Arabian General
Investment Authority gathered some of the most
prominent

business individuals and companies at the
Marriott London Grosvenor Square May 20th
2014. The investment forum

aim to introduce Saudi economy and investment
environments to férelgn venture capitalists.

OVER 300 international Delegates attended the investment
forum, bringing together both experts and investors

from various sectors into one room. The diverse agenda
format, topics and quality speakers provided a prime
unique networking opportunity.

Opening remarks by HRH Prince Mohammed bin Nawaf
bin Abdul Aziz Al-Saud, Ambassador of the Kingdom of
Saudi

Arabia to the United Kingdom and Northern Ireland:

" Our Kingdom is the fourteen largest economy in the world
and our usage of natural recourses have enabled us to
become

one of the fastest growing economies. We wish to invite you

to collaborate with us for future growth”.

To illustrate the innovative approach of UK-Saudi Investment
forum

and opportunities, Arabisk Magazine interviewed Adnan Al-
Sharqi,

Director of SAGIA: Saudi Arabian General Investment
Authority.

Why SAGIA continuously come to London looking for
investment opportunities?

London is the best place for us to create awareness about
Saudi Arabia and help attract attention to the business
community in the UK and European companies. We have a
growing young population, therefore there is a huge

need for us to create continuity and legacy for future
generations.

Which kind of business opportunities are you currently
offering?

Saudi Arabia has been dependent on oil for over 40 years,
therefore we are looking for new means to diversify

the economy and attract investment in the following sectors:
Health Care, Transportation, Science, Construction,

Media and the Information Communications Technology.
London is a great business hub for multinational entities ,
therefore the Saudi Government is driving forward bilateral
relations and economic cooperations.
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= BRITISH AIRWAYS =

Adnan Al Sharki and Tomer Ben
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Corporate Services

]

EXECUTIVE CHAUFFEUR DRIVEN & LUXURY CAR HIRE
PERSONALISED MEET & GREET AND CONCIERGE
SERVICES WORLDWIDE

Corporate Services

Premier choice of chauffeur driven cars. e Luxury self driven car rentals.
Airport transfers from al major airports. e Personal Security. e Private VIP
clubs. ¢ Meet and Greet and Concierge services worldwide. ¢ Wide Range of
other Services.
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Are there any specific celebrities that you design
jewellery for?

I don't specifically set out to design for celebrities but I
feel really proud when I see my designs being worn by
people like Kate Winslet. Our following is quite diverse
and I love that — it shows that the jewellery is versatile
enough to be worn in lots of different ways to suit
personal style.

Do you have Arab clients?

We're proud to have a strong Arabic customer base that
shops in London and online too. We also have a strong
following on our social channels from the Middle East.
It's fantastic to see how popular we are in the region
and we've recently introduced a complimentary Arabic
engraving service which is being really well received.

There are many high net worth Arab women in the
Middle East, such as Queens, Princesses and Sheikhat,
have you had the chance to design jewellery for any
of them?

We do have clients such as this who are loyal customers
to the brand, which is amazing.

How do you see Arab women, in terms of their love
for Jewellery?

I recently took a trip to Dubai and Oman and I saw so
much style on display. The shopping there is incredible!
Arabic women obviously know their fashion and love to
accessorize.

Monica Vinader is a British designer, do you feel that
your designs suits the Arab taste?
When I'm designing a piece I don't have a fixed idea

about who will wear it or how I'd like to see it being worn.

It's a fantastic feeling to put something out there and see
how people interpret it and make it their own.

Have you participated in any jewellery exhibition or
shows in Gulf countries such as Dubai or Qatar?

We haven't as yet, but there are lots of ideas being
discussed about how to provide an even better customer
experience for our Middle East shoppers, so watch this
space.

Do you offer special services to VIP customers, such
as Hotel or Yacht visits to know the jewellery taste of
the client?

We do host VIP events at our boutiques and other venues
to get to know our clients better and to personally show
them our latest designs.

Are your products only offered at Monica Vinader's
stores, is it available at other stockists such as
Harrods?

We have two London boutiques and a third coming soon.
Apart from there, our designs are stocked in Selfridges,
Liberty and Harrods, where we're soon to expand into a
second amazing shopping space, giving us more room for
our personalisation service. We're also stocked on Net-a-
Porter, at Boutique 1 in Dubai, and you can buy directly
from our website with secure payment processing and

shipping.

Are there any new plans for the near future?

The brand has become internationally popular and we're
growing fast, so our next step is to expand our global
retail portfolio, which is really exciting.

We have plans to open a Hong Kong store and are
actively seeking out a space in Dubai.

On a design level, we'll also be launching our first
collection featuring all four precious stones - this is
ground-breaking for the brand and I can’t wait to see how
it's received.

What do you think of Arabisk Magazine?

Arabisk is a great read. It has such a broad variety of
content with a unique take on current events. It's fantastic
to be featured!

LIBERTY

LONDON

www.monicavinader.com



& " / -

o A
7

?‘-.! " —
*
. :

ul-‘..!v.

JEWELLERY DESIGNER

MONICA VINADER

‘ ell us more about yourself, who is
Monica Vinader?
I have Spanish roots and I was raised in

the UK. When I was growing up my

parents ran an arts and antiques

business so I was always surrounded
by amazing design. Becoming a jewellery designer
happened quite naturally.
I studied fine art and decorative arts in London and
started experimenting with found objects and jade,
teaching myself as I went along.That's where it all
started. I got a job working for a London jeweller
straight out of college, and I've refined my craft over
the years. I relocated to Norfolk where I now live with
my family, and this is where our design team is, in the
middle of the beautiful countryside.

In your opinion, what makes Monica Vinader's
jewellery designs different from its competitors?

I think there’s this huge gap between fashion and fine
jewellery.

[ try to create designs that are somewhere in between:
contemporary and accessible yet using luxury materials
— real stones set in silver, gold and rose gold vermeil.

What are your designs inspired by?
The concept for a collection can come from anywhere.
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It might be a gemstone that I become obsessed with,
an architectural feature, or it could be a simple shell
I've found on the beach.

I take a lot of photographs, I collect objects and I'm
always sketching.

Can you tell us more about Monica Vinader’'s new
Baja Diamond collection?

The Baja collection is all about clean lines and
geometric shapes. Our Baja gemstone pieces have
become a bit of an icon for us, so I thought it would be
exciting to introduce diamonds.

The minimalist shape with the pavé set diamonds
makes the perfect balance for a contemporary piece of
jewellery you can wear every day.

I love how the new diamond designs work styled

with the gemstone pieces, especially by layering up
bracelets.

Are there any specific celebrities that you design
jewellery for?

I don't specifically set out to design for celebrities but I
feel really proud when I see my designs being worn by
people like Kate Winslet.

Our following is quite diverse and I love that — it shows
that the jewellery is versatile enough to be worn in lots
of different ways to suit personal style.



Dubai’s transport
authority
launches Smart
Taxi app

¢
LB
DUBRABIN

he Public Transport Agency, a unit of Dubai>s
Roads and Transport Authority (RTA), has
launched a Smart Taxi app which allows users
to book a cab with a «flip of their phone».
The app has been launched as part of an
initiative by Dubai ruler Sheikh Mohammed bin
Rashid Al Maktoum to transform the emirate into a smart
city.
It is fully integrated with the Booking and Dispatch Centre
at the Public Transport Agency, which is responsible for
handling incoming taxi booking requests from the public, a
statement said.
Adel Shakri, director of transportation systems, said the
Smart Taxi service meant users could order a cab with a «flip
of their phone». The user must enter their telephone number
into the app, and then the app will look for the nearest
taxicab and automatically direct it to them.
"This app is capable of instantly pinpointing the location of
the user rendering the exercise of locating a taxicab very
smooth and straightforward. Once the cabdriver confirms the
order, the user is directly informed about the location of the
taxicab, and will also be intimated when the cab arrives at the
location selected by the user,” said Shakri.
The app will cover nearly 9,000 taxicabs in Dubai including
495 cabs of the fleet of Hala Taxi.
«At the end of the trip, the user is provided with a simple
-5point template to assess the performance of the driver, and
through this app it will be possible to retrieve the previous
booking requests made by the user for use in processing new
booking requests,» added Shakri.
Smart phone users can download the app by entering the
statement (RTA Smart Taxi) in Apple Store for iPhones and
the statement(Dubai Smart Taxi) in Play Store for Galaxy
phones.
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FOOTBALL STAR RONALDO
LAUNCHES FASHION BRAND

IN DUBAI

Football superstar Cristiano Ronaldo has launched his

debut collection of luxury underwear and socks in the

UAE following success in the US and Europe.

he UAE launch is part

of CR7's Middle East

expansion, which is being

carried out in partnership

with regional sporting

retail group Elite Brands,
member of the Kuwaiti based Al Homaizi
group.
CR7 by Cristiano Ronaldo is the first solo
brand venture for the Real Madrid star
and his first personal venture into the
world of menswear. Commenting on the
launch, he said: “Fashion and design are
two passions of mine and I have wanted
to launch my own brand for a long time
"Working on this collection has given me
a great creative outlet and I have loved
every part of collaborating on the range,
from selecting the colours and designs
to testing the styles and fits myself. I
am very proud that the collection is
launching worldwide.”
The CR7 debut collection has been
designed in co-operation with New
York-based designer Richard Chai, who

has designed for Donna Karan, Marc
Jacobs and Armani Exchange.

Dan Vejen Andersen, chief commercial
officer of JBS Textile Group, which also
worked with Ronaldo, said: "It's great
to be in Dubai, one of the world’'s most
fashion forward markets.

We are pleased to bring the CR7 range
to the Middle East with our partners
the Elite Brands, and look forward to
working closely with them to make the
CR7 products available to discerning
customers across the region.”
Andersen was in Dubai this week to
attend the Middle East launch event

of CR7, which was held at the Tolosa
Bodega in Downtown Dubai.
MaenMerheby, general manager at Elite
Brands, added: “With the phenomenal
growth of menswear in the region in
the last few years, particularly in the
luxury and premium quality sectors, we
believe that the region’s style-conscious
consumers will welcome the CR7 brand
offerings.”

JULY 2014 - ISSUE 16 P 58



LIFE STYLE | NEWS

oo ,EBANON’S
START-UP SUCCESS

ebanon has always prided itself on its knack

for entrepreneurship, a trend that seems to be

picking up among young Lebanese behind a

series of hip and creative start-ups.

Serene Abbas and NarinaNajm have set up

their headquarters on the sixth floor of an
office building in Manara, a neighborhood in Beirut
overlooking the Mediterranean Sea. The two young
women met at the ad agency JWT before taking the start-
up plunge.
With their associate JadSarout they launched Raghunter
in December 2012, an online search tool that provides
shoppers with fashion items located in over 70 of
Lebanon's trendiest stores.
"We wanted to provide an online service to the Lebanese
fashion industry and add value to the shopping
experience of consumers,” says Abbas. “To do that, we
had to figure out some of the problems faced by fashion
retailers and work on their online presence. We also
catered to the needs of consumers who have a hectic life
and see shopping as time consuming. We basically want
to become their best shopping buddies.”
Raghunter is gaining a presence, receiving about 500
visits per day, with 70 percent of viewers women and 30
percent men, mostly between the ages of thirteen and
34. The two entrepreneurs can expect their search tool to
gain an even greater following having also launched an
app which allows users to shop more efficiently by taking
a quick look at prices, sizes and collections available at
stores near their location.
The Raghunter team collects items from stores and takes
pictures before cataloguing them by price, size and colors
available, as well as providing users with the location of
the store.
The two young founders explain they learned the ins and
out of the Lebanese fashion market by conducting in-
depth research and extensive interviews with both buyers
and shop owners. “Most fashion retailers know they have
to be online today, but can't afford it," says Abbas.

"We offered to bring them this service for a smaller fee
than a website would cost,” says Najm. “We are basically
acting as their online marketing consultant by putting
their collections online, referencing them and marketing
them.” This is how Raghunter generates income.

The Raghunter team has managed to attract a large array
of clients from mid- to high-end brands by local designers
or multi-brand stores. “Some of the fashion retailers

we feature include Plum, G.S, Front Row, and Oddfish,

as well as e-commerce stores such as Lebelik.com and
YoungWilderness.com. However, international brands are
hardest to get on board because such a project requires
international approval,” explains Najm.

In the next two to three years, the founders aim at
growing Raghunter by setting up shop in other Middle
Eastern countries such as the UAE. The founders are now
hoping to raise $200,000 to expand their operations

SELFRIDGES ACCUSED OF FAILING TO DELIVER
LUXURY BAG DUE TO ‘RISK’

Selfridges refused to deliver a £450 Mulberry bag to an address in south

London because it was too risky, it has been claimed.

Layla Daswani, who lives in Oval, near Brixton, in London, said the
upmarket Oxford Street store took her money, but then refused to carry
out the delivery, telling her it was because of where she lived.

"At first, they said it was because I had entered the wrong CV2 number,

but I told them it couldn't be.

They put me on hold, then came back and said it was because I lived in
a risky area,” she said on Wednesday.

"I told them it didn't make sense because, if [ came into the shop,

they wouldn't ask where I lived. I am not sure if it is snobbery but it is
discrimination,” she added.
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l.conardo DiCaprio

RENTS ABU DHABI SHEIKH’S YACHT FOR BRAZIL

WORLD CUP

merican actor Leonardo DiCaprio has hired the

mega yacht owned by the Abu Dhabi billionaire
sheikh who owns English football club Manchester
City for use during his stay in Brazil for the World
4 Cup, according to the Daily Star newspaper.
The ‘Wolf of Wall Street’ star has reportedly rented the Topaz
yacht to enjoy the football tournament in the Southern American
country with 21 of his millionaire friends, the report said.
The 147 metre vessel was custom-built for Sheikh Mansour
bin Zayed bin Sultan bin Zayed bin Khalifa Al Nahyan, the
deputy prime minister of the United Arab Emirates, minister
of presidential affairs and member of the ruling family of Abu
Dhabi.
Topaz was launched in May 2012 and is the world's fifth largest
private yacht. It has three swimming pools, a gym, Jacuzzi, fitness
hall, cinema and helipad.

The actor and his friends flew into Rio de Janeiro last week, a
day before the Brazil World Cup kicked off, where he boarded
the $678m vessel.

The Hollywood actor was spotted at the Brazil-Croatia game last
Thursday, in his usual newsboy cap and shades, and a festive
Brazil scarf around his neck.

This is not DiCaprio's first time on the Topaz, as the actor co-
hosted an 80s-themed party for 100 guests on the ship in April,
with fellow actors Jamie Foxx and Orlando Bloom.

It is unclear whether DiCaprio is renting or borrowing the yacht
from the Abu Dhabi Royal.

Sheikh Mansour’s vast business portfolio also includes stakes
in Virgin Galactic and Sky News Arabia. He also heads the
International Petroleum Investment Company, which owns 71
percent of Aabar Investments and has a 9.1 percent share in
Daimler.
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QNTAR'S STATUS AS

Qatar is still the most peaceful country in the Middle East, but a new report has asserted
that the nation’s ‘frequent” diplomatic squabbles is putting its ranking in dangen

The 2014 Global Peace Index ranked Qatar 22nd out of 162 states
worldwide based on the country's safety and security, domestic and
international conflicts as well as the degree of militarization.

That's down three spots from last year, and a drop from the 12th-
place spot Qatar held in 2011 and 2012.

The Institute for Economics and Peace, which prepares the annual
study, asserted that Qatar is likely to slide further down the
rankings, saying it is among 10 countries that are most likely to see
deterioration in peace over the next two years.

Behind the numbers

Qatar's high ranking in recent years is due largely to its domestic
stability, specifically the lack of violent demonstrations and violent
crime, among other factors.

The country received good marks across many of the 22 indicators
used to compile its score, including homicides, terrorist activity and
involvement in external conflicts.

However, it fared poorly for its large volume of imported arms and
recently strained relations with neighbors.

Earlier this year, Qatar was embroiled in a spat with the UAE, Bahrain
and Saudi Arabia that, while officially resolved, has contributed to
those countries keeping their ambassadors out of Doha.

According to the report:

“This has led Qatar to a point of isolation in a region torn by rivalries.
Difficulty in developing peaceful relations with regional powers is
among the greatest threats facing the country at present ... (and)
could undermine Qatar's efforts to become a regional financial and
business hub.”

The report also highlighted Qatar’s tensions with Egypt, fueled by the
Gulf state’s support for the ousted Muslim Brotherhood regime and
Al Jazeera's coverage.

It doesn't mention the conflicts in Syria or Irag, where Qatar's
involvement continues to be highlighted by analysts.

The main explanation for the political stability, according to the
report’s authors, is the royal family's commitment to providing
Qataris with a high standard of living.

Regional rankings

The six members of the Gulf Cooperation Council were all among
the nine most peaceful countries in the Middle East and North
Africa, which as a whole ranked poorly in large part due to conflicts
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stemming from the Arab Spring, as well as violence in Syria, Iraq and
Egypt.

Still, there were considerable gaps within the respective positions of
GCC countries: ( 2013 ranking in parentheses ) :

« #22 - Qatar (19)

« #37 — Kuwait (37)

« #40 - UAE (36)

* #59 — Oman (45)

« #80 - Saudi Arabia (97)

« #111 - Bahrain (95)

While no analysis of the Gulf countries was provided, the diplomatic
spats that negatively affected Qatar’s score also brought down some
of its GCC neighbors.

Furthermore, a recent Deloitte study highlighted the large defense
budgets of Saudi Arabia, the UAE, Oman and Kuwait — a factor that
could weigh against a country’s score.

Overall, the global peace index declined for the sixth year in a row.
Among individual countries, Iceland once again topped the rankings
with Denmark, Austria, New Zealand and Switzerland rounding out
the top five.

At the other end of the scale, Syria was ranked the least-peaceful
country in the world, followed by Afghanistan, South Sudan, Iraq and

Somalia.
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COCA-COLA INVESTS IN EGYPT AND
PAKISTAN, SEES BIG SALES GROWTH

oca-Cola Co expects to start production in five new three years, Ferguson said, sipping a can of coke light in the regional
factories in Egypt and Pakistan over the next 18 months, headquarters in Cairo.
seeing double-digit percentage growth in sales for When asked about recent tax increases in Egypt, Ferguson said Coca-Cola

both markets this year, its Middle East and North Africa could live with the tax rates and understood Egypt’s need to increase
president told Reuters. its revenues, but added lower taxes and clear, well-organised economic
The U.S. soft drinks maker’s investment is a particular reforms would help investors.
boost for Egypt, which is desperate to attract foreign direct investment Further expanding into the region, Coca-Cola has started building its first
after three years of political and economic turmoil that has seen its factory in Qatar for $40 million, to be finished before an expected surge
foreign currency reserves shrink and budget deficit swell to around 14 in demand for the 2022 soccer World Cup in the desert country.

per cent of GDP last year.

“Egypt is going to be one of our key anchor countries,” Curt Ferguson
said on Wednesday, citing the country’s large and growing population as
a big positive. “For sure the other key anchor will be Pakistan.” As part of
a $500 million investment plan announced for Egypt in March, Coca-Cola
will start constructing a new juice plant in 6th of October city near Cairo
next year in a joint $100 million dollar project with Saudi Arabia’s Aujan
Coca-Cola Beverages Company.

The $500 million will be spent over the next three years, Ferguson said.
The beverage group is in talks to buy a plot of land between Cairo and
Alexandria to build a plant for sparkling drinks and water which should
go online next year, Ferguson added.

The rest of the $500 million will be used to increase production at
existing plants such as its concentrate factory in Cairo, the only one of its
kind in the Middle East, and to cover capital spending.

In Egypt, the company wants to redevelop production lines and keep
distributing tens of thousands of Coca-Cola branded fridges to small
supermarkets every year. Just to keep its business ticking over, Coca-
Cola needs to spend more than $75 million a year in the country on such
costs.

The Cairo concentrate plant exports more than 30 per cent of its produce
and Coca-Cola wants to double exports from this facility within about

“It's us and nine stadiums,” Ferguson joked of the construction.

PEGASUS AIRLINES COMMENCES OPERATIONS TO
BAHRAIN

Turkey's leading low-cost carrier
Pegasus Airlines has officially
started operations to Bahrain,
Trade Arabia has reported.

The airlines will operate three
weekly flights to Bahrain on

Tuesdays, Thursdays and

Saturdays and will be flying out

of Bahrain and back to Istanbul
via SabihaGokcen Airport

on Wednesdays, Fridays and

Sundays. It will provide easy
connectivity to 11 destinations
within Turkey including Adana,
Izmir; Bodrum, Antalya,
Diyarbakir, Dalaman, Ankara,
Elazig, Hatay, Trabzon Van,
and 33 international destinations
across major European cities
such as Barcelona, Milan, Rome,
Frankfurt, Hamberg, Munich,

Paris and London .
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SMASH-AND-GRAB THIEVES RAID
LONDON’S DORCHESTER HOTEL

Thieves armed with sledgehammers stole watches and jewellery in a smash-and-grab raid at the luxury

Dorchester hotel on London’s Park Lane before escaping on mopeds.

he bad publicity
for one of the
capital’s best-
known hotels
comes weeks
: after some
: celebrities began a boycott of
the Dorchester Collection chain
: over the decision by its owner,
Sultan HassanalBolkiah of
Brunei, to introduce Islamic law
:in his home country.
Such incidents at hotels are
extremely rare in London,
¢ although top-end shops
occasionally fall victim to
. burglary. In June last year a
gang used sledgehammers to
: steal more than £1.5m worth
: of watches from the Selfridges
department store on Oxford
¢ Street.
Police on patrol came across the
Dorchester robbery in progress
: at about 1.30am on Tuesday, a
Metropolitan Police statement
: said.
“Six men on three mopeds
pulled up outside the hotel and
¢ three of the men made their way
inside with sledgehammers,”
. the statement said. “They
smashed a number of display
cabinets containing watches and
¢ jewellery and stole a number of
items before fleeing the scene
: on the mopeds.”

: Police pursued the thieves o T

¢ but lost sight of them near

: Shaftesbury Avenue in the West
End. Shortly afterwards officers
: came across a woman who had A bige
been hit by one of the mopeds 5 A ,'"'t_ i
: at the nearby Cambridge Circus.
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The moped fled without
stopping, said the police, who
described the raid as "well
planned” and appealed for
witnesses.

Anna Wintour, the editor of
Vogue, and chat show host
Jay Leno are among the
celebrities who are boycotting
Dorchester hotels, which
include the Beverly Hills hotel
in California and Le Meurice in
Paris, after the sultan in April
introduced a new sharia-
based penal code.

Ms Wintour told the New
York Times last month after
she chose not to stay at Le
Meurice during Paris Fashion
Week: “While I am sensitive
to the potential impact

that this issue may have on
the wonderful staff at Le
Meurice, I cannot in all good
conscience stay there, nor can
Vogue's editors.”

Christopher Cowdray, chief
executive of the Dorchester
Collection, said the boycott
was inappropriate. “While we
recognise people’s concerns,
we believe this boycott should
not be directed to our hotels
and dedicated employees,”
he said. “The impact of this
not only affects our loyal
team members but extends
to the local community,

our valued partners and
suppliers as all profits

from Dorchester Collection
continue to be reinvested into
the hotels, their people and
communities.”



LUXURY
SECTOR

CONVERGES AT

ARAB LUXURY
WORLD

Arab luxury world, the first
conference dedicated to the business
of luxury in the Middle East, was
held on early June at the Westin

Mina Seyahi Dubai. The event
became the region’s platform for
those working in the luxury sector.

ore than 400 industry leaders
and experts, brands and
manufacturers, marketers and
advertisers convened to share
their experiences and insights
and to discuss the outlook,
challenges and opportunities in the Middle East.
Julien Hawari, Co-CEO of Mediaquest Corp, who
organised and co-ordinated the event, says “The
calibre of partners, speakers and panelists who
joined the conference was not only impressive,
but a true reflection of the wide range of
businesses that make up the luxury landscape
today.”
The conference featured keynote addresses,
panel discussions, breakout sessions and
workshops from over 130 speakers and panelists,
who addressed a wide array of industries, from
fashion and accessories, to beauty, cars, arts and
culture, and tourism. The event also covered
issues shaping the luxury economy in the years
ahead, such as retail models, e-commerce,
customers and shopping experience, branding
and marketing.
In one session, dedicated to understanding
the ‘Arab consumer’, Nadine ToumaGammage,
Head of Market and Consumer Intelligence,
Chalhoub Group, highlighted consumer trends
that govern the luxury sector in the Middle East.
One trend is the ‘quest for indulgence’, with
94% of respondents in the survey conducted by
Chalhoub going shopping ‘whenever they feel
like it' and spending an average of $2,400 per
month.

BUSINESS | NEWS

LOOMING PROPERTY BUBBLE ?

“Keep calm. There's no bubble’, proclaimed a gilant poster on a
4o-storey building overlooking a Dubai highway, advertising a
property ﬁnding portal late last year. That may have been true at

the time, but the risks are risz’ng.

leap in bank lending

to the construction

industry indicates financial

institutions have resumed

pouring money into real

estate projects in the last
few months, after cutting back sharply in the
wake of Dubai's 2008 crash.

At the same time, property prices have been
soaring on the back of Dubai’s economic
boom, increasing the chance of the market
rising to unsustainable levels.

Surging supply and unsustainable demand
are a risky mix - the same combination that
got Dubai into trouble six years ago, forcing
state firms to reschedule tens of billions of
dollars of debt and jolting financial markets
around the world.

This time, authorities say they are aware of
the dangers, and they have taken regulatory
steps to slow demand growth. But the steps
are still modest compared to those by other
global cities facing the same problem, such as
Hong Kong and Singapore.

“It's too early to be calling top, but credit
growth of that pace tells you that the cycle
is accelerating rapidly,” said Simon Williams,
HSBC's chief economist for the region.
“Such a huge increase in lending is simply not

consistent with economic order and stable
asset prices. The time for policy action is now,
before bubbles really get going, not when
they are already in place.”

While some prices have almost returned to
their pre-crash peaks, they are well below
some other global business cities. Prime

real estate in Dubai costs between $6,200
and $7,500 per square metre ($580-700

per square foot), against $27,600-33,700 in
Singapore, according to Knight Frank.

The volume of real estate deals has not
reached its pre-crash peak but demand is
showing signs of slowing.

"The gap between what the seller is asking
for a property and what the buyer is

willing to pay is huge at the moment,” said
ParveesGafur, Propsquare’s chief executive.
The government fuelled the current property
boom when it announced plans, in November
2012, for a huge development including

the world’s largest shopping mall, over 100
hotels and a park almost a third larger than
London's Hyde Park.

Meanwhile, most of the more than 200 man-
made islands off Dubai laid out in the shape
of a world map that symbolised the 2008
property market crash remain empty after
state-owned developer Nakheel's near debt
default in 2009.
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[Hilton plans

‘1CONIC’ SALWA BEACH RESORT

IN SOUTHWEST QATAR

A new massive waterfront resort roughly 100km outside of Doha is expected to open by the
end of 2019, developers have announced.

ilton Hotels & Resorts will

operate the 362-room resort,
which will be owned by
Al Rayyan Hospitality and

located off of Salwa Road,
approximately 15 minutes
away from the Saudi Arabian border.
Speaking to Doha News, Carlos Khneisser,
Hilton's vice-president for Middle East
development, said:
“It's the entrance to Qatar. (The property has) a
clean beach with clear water and a very peaceful
environment. It is the right location ... there is
no doubt that this will be iconic.”
Hilton Salwa Beach Resort & Villas will be
constructed on 257 acres of land and is
envisioned to include a water park, marina, dive
center, cinemas, pools, health club, spa and
considerable retail space.
IKhneisser compared the plans to the Hilton Ras
Al Khaimah Hotel and Resort in the UAE, but
said the Qatar facility will be constructed on a
much larger scale and be the biggest of its kind
in the Middle East.
He added that considerable effort would go
into marketing packages that include food and
access to the resort's amenities.
“If someone is staying three or four days, you
want to make sure their time is full ... When
you have a resort of that magnitude, it should
be easy for someone to have a full agenda,”
Khneisser said.

THE MARKET

Khneisser said the resort would fill a gap in
Qatar’s hospitality market, which is dominated
by high-end business-oriented hotels in central
Doha.

In addition to business travelers looking to
extend their stay, Khneisser said Hilton would
initially be targeting local residents as well as
families from Bahrain, the UAE and Saudi Arabia.
As the resort becomes well-known in the region,
it would hopefully attract an “additional layer”
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of foreign guests, he said.

While Khneisser said it's “too early” to say
whether the resort will be licensed to serve
alcohol, a press release stated that the Hilton
Salwa Beach Resort & Villas will have 13
restaurants, bars and lounges.

If it does serve alcohol, the resort could find
itself popular with residents of Saudi Arabia,
where alcohol is banned. Many Saudis travel
to Bahrain because of its proximity and liberal
alcohol policies, which some say has led the
island state to develop a reputation as a party

country that's become “the brothel of the Gulf.

FAMILY-MINDED

In contrast, Qatar tourism officials have
repeatedly said they want this country to offer
a "predictable” experience for families that
preserves the country’s Islamic identity and

moral code.

The Hilton Salwa is the second resort planned
for Qatar. Anantara’sBanana Island Resort Doha
is supposed to open this year, but its website is
still not taking reservations.

Khneisser said the market can support more
than two resorts.

As part of its long-term strategy, the Qatar
Tourism Authority wants the number of tourists
to increase to between 6.7 million and 7.4
million by 2030, with the largest growth coming
from leisure visitors originating from outside
the region. It plans to focus on its promotional
and funding efforts on tourism products and
services in several categories, one of which is
“sun and beach” attractions such as resorts,
water sports and luxury cruises that capitalize
on the country's warm weather and extensive
shorelines.
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QATAR AIRWAYS STARTS FLIGHTS TO
MIAMI

Boeing 200-777 in a two-class configuration of 42 seats in Business
and 217 seats in Economy. The aircraft offers seatback TV screens
providing passengers with the next generation interactive onboard
entertainment system and a choice of more than 1,000 audio and
video

options.

Qatar Airways is the first and only airline to offer non-

)

i atar Airways’ maiden voyage to Miami International
Airport (MIA) touched down yesterday, commencing
service to the airline’s sixth US gateway.

The service marked its 142nd destination worldwide
: from the central hub in Doha. With this new route,

stop service between the Middle East and Miami, Florida.

The launch continues a major expansion by the airline into the US.
Non-stop service to Philadelphia International Airport began in

April, and the airline will commence flights to Dallas/Fort Worth
International Airport in July.

Airline’s CEO Akbar al-Baker, who was on-board the maiden flight,

led a high-level delegation, including the director of Miami Airport,
Emilio Gonzalez; the vice chairman of the Greater Miami Visitors and
Convention Bureau, Bruce Orosz; senior officials from the airline and a
group of international media.

“Miami is an essential destination in our expanding global network,”
al-Baker said. With Doha'’s centralised location, travellers from Miami
can reach cities such as Bangkok, Nairobi, Colombo and Mumbai in 20
hours or less through a quick transfer in Doha.

The airline recently moved its entire operations to Qatar’s new airport
- Hamad International Airport.

Miami International Airport is one of the largest in the US, handling
over 40.5mn passengers in 2013. It is the country’s second busiest
airport for international travel and the busiest for international freight.
Qatar Airways' Doha to Miami route is being operated with a

SAUDI’S FLYNAS TO OFFER NEARLY 30,000 MORE SEATS DURING

RAMADAN

JULY 2014 - ISSUE 16 P 67

audi Arabia'’s first
and only budget
airline flynas has
announced the
addition of 29,520
seats on board

its 540 flights this coming
Ramadan with an aim to
accommodate the increasing
traffic on its flights to Jeddah.
flynas will also provide 143,000
meals on 939 domestic and
international flights during

this Holy Month, which will
begin on June 29, it said in a
statement.

Wael Al Sarhan, director of
marketing and communication,
said: “flynas is now capable

to operate a large number of
flights during peak season. This
was possible after upgrading
our fleet to 27 aircraft, which

makes it much easier and
more convenient for travellers
visiting Makkah to perform
Umrah.”

He said the average number of
flights from Riyadh to Jeddah
before Ramadan reached nine
flights per day with a capacity
of 1,467 seats which will
increase to 14 daily flights at a
capacity of 2,296 seats during
the Holy Month of Ramadan.
The airline’s Dammam to
Jeddah route will also see daily
flights increase from three to
four. flynas operates a fleet of
27 aircraft and aims to fly 20
million passengers a year by
2020. The carrier said in April

it aims to grow at least 20
percent annually and expects
to turn profitable this year after
seven years of losses.
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QATAR TOPS GLOBAL LIST
FOR HIGHEST DENSITY OF
MILLIONAIRES

atar has been ranked first in

the world with the highest

density of millionaires,

with 175 households out

of every 1,000 boasting

private

wealth of at least 1$ million,
according to a new report.

Kuwait is fifth with nine per cent, or 90
households out of every 1,000 millionaires,
Bahrain is sixth with a 5.9 per cent
millionaire density, while Oman, the UAE
and Saudi Arabia rank 10th, 12th and 13th,
respectively, according to The Boston
Consulting Group's (BCG) 14th annual
global wealth management report.

The report found Qatar ranked sixth
globally in ultra-high-net-worth (UHNW)
households - those with more than 100$
million in private wealth.

Kuwait was seventh in this category, while
Bahrain was ranked 16th.

On a regional level, the report reveals

that private financial wealth grew by 11.6
percent to reach 5.2 trillion in 2013. Key
drivers were generally high saving rates
and continued strong nominal GDP growth
in oil-rich countries, such as Saudi Arabia
(13.4 percent), Kuwait (13.6 percent) and
the UAE (12.8 percent).

“"As in all other regions, equities were the
strongest contributor,” said Markus Massi,
Partner and Managing Director, The Boston
Consulting Group.

The study found that MEA, in 2013, had a
32.1 percent offshore share — down from
34.4 percent in 2008. And, with the ongoing
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attractiveness of regional investment
opportunities — compared to global
opportunities — this figure is expected

to continue to decrease to 31.6 percent

in 2018, with Saudi Arabia holding 1.4$
trillion of the overall anticipated 7.2$ trillion
wealth.

The report said global levels of private
financial wealth grew by 14.6 per cent from
132.7$ trillion in 2012 to 152§ trillion in
2013.

The total number of millionaire households
reached 16.3 million in 2013, up from 13.7
million in 2012 and representing 1.1 per
cent of all households globally.

The US had the highest number of
millionaire households (7.1 million), as well
as the highest number of new millionaires
(1.1 million).

Robust wealth creation in China was
reflected by its rise in millionaire
households from 1.5 million in 2012 to 2.4
million in 2013.

The number of millionaire households in
Japan fell from 1.5 million to 1.2 million,
driven by the 15 per cent fall in the yen
against the dollar.

"The growth of private wealth accelerated
across most regions in 2013, although it
varied widely by market,” said Massi. “As in
2012, the Asia-Pacific region — excluding
Japan — represented the fastest-growing
region worldwide, continuing the trend

of high growth in the 'new world’. But
substantial double-digit growth increases
in private wealth were also witnessed in the
traditional, mature economies of the ‘old
world’, particularly North America.”

167 FOREIGN
INVESTORS
LAUNCH
LEGAL ACTION
AGAINST KSA

ore than 160 foreign
investors have reportedly
filed complaints against
Saudi Arabia’s investment
authority after their licences

i were cancelled in what they claim was

. discrimination.

The Saudi Arabian General Investment

Authority (SAGIA) said it cancelled the
licenses of 374 foreign investors in 2013 after
: they failed to correct their status according to

© new requlations.
B [&

The organisation said the move was aimed

- at cleaning up the sector to attract major
international investment companics and create
more jobs for Saudis, Arab News reported.

© But some of the foreign investors whose

. licenses were cancelled, including Arabs,
Americans, Canadians and Indians, said the
. move had affected their investments worth

: billions of riyals.

The newspaper said 167 investors had lodged

. complaints against SAGIA at the Court of

Grievances and had threatened to take the

i issue to an international centre for investment

disputes in the US.

One investor also reportedly complained the

i SAGIA's annual fee of SAR12,000 ($3200)
i for each license was excessive.

“The royal decree calls for equal treatment of

. Saudi and foreign investors, but in practice
i this is not the case,” another investor was
: quoted as saying.
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No life without Problems - No Problems Without Solutions

No matter what your problems are, I can help you solve them, Even desperate cases, eg:
Relationships, work & business difficulties, For those who feel unloved, unhappy and unlucky, I can
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Did the unstable situation in the Arab Spring countries
promote some investors to deal with your company to invest
their money?

Capital is a coward and it will not remain long in the economy
which does not have protective mechanisms in place. We
experienced that in Europe during the last financial crisis which
affected all sectors of the economy, especially the real estate
sector which saw large number of investor withdrawing their
funds and moving them overseas. However, given the current
financial situation in the European Union, there is optimism about
the UK’'s economy in particular. The latest figures from the IMF
confirm that British economy grew 3.1% from a year earlier and
the UK is now the fastest growing economy in the developed
world. Of course, we wish to see the return of stability and growth
in the Arab countries affected by the spring as well.

How do you see the real estate market and investment
opportunities in the UK in the near future?

Over the past 30 years, central London property prices have risen
by an average of 8.9 per cent per annum, compared with average
growth of 6.7 per cent per annum for the wider UK. Combining
this with a conservative estimate of 4 per cent per annum income
return, the result has given total returns of more than 12 per cent

an overview of the purchase process and answers some of the
questions an overseas investor may have when acquiring UK real
estate. Tax positions involved in the purchase are included in our
guide as well, although taxation is a liquid matter that changes
regularly. For this reason, we can introduce our clients to solicitors
and financial consultants who are in a position to help to make
their purchase as smooth and easy as possible.

Is there anything you would like to add?

I would like to invite investors who are looking to locate money
in one of the most dynamic real estate markets in the world to
contact us and see how we can help to make it happen. We will
identify investment opportunities that suit every budget and most
importantly,

we will make sure that we fully understand each of our client’s
investment needs and personal circumstances, and tailor
investment opportunities in accordance to their short or long
term objectives. We are at the forefront of real estate investment
in the capital and we would like to help our clients to increase
their wealth by taking advantage of the current market conditions
in London.

per annum. We offer a comprehensive Investor Guide on our website

The residential sector has outperformed both the UK equity Whld] gIV(’S an overview Of th" xl”” '(h(lS ¢ p’ ocess ar 7d

market and commercial property over the long term and is
presently looking increasingly attractive given the lower returns
available from other available investments. The prospects for
the London residential market appear to remain strong for the
next three to five years when future supply remains limited by
a scarcity of development land, strict planning controls, and
continuously increasing housing demand.

answers some of the questions an overseas investor may
have when acquiring UK real estate.

What do you think of Arabisk Magazine London?

Arabisk is becoming an increasingly important publication in

the Arab-British social and business circles. The magazine offers
a rich and regular editorial content which attracts Arab-British
readershipthat either livesor visits London. Attending many social
events and business conferences myself, I cannot help to notice
that Arabisk reporters are often present taking photos, speaking
to delegates and interviewing guests. I'm very happy to see
initiatives like this taking place in London and I hope we will have
many more opportunities to speak again in the future.

Do you intend to run workshops or conferences about real
estate investment?

We do plan to run seminars across the GCC in the near future
in order to improve the knowledgeof central London residential
property investment for Arab clients. At the moment, we offer
a comprehensive Investor Guide on our website which gives
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Our aim is to make Arab investors feel confident and transform the professional nature of
our work into relationships based on trust which always prove to be mutually beneficial.

Although we do focus mainly on central London, we are
flexible when it comes to opportunities. What is more
important than the location in case of a development site

is how much the property will be worth on completion and
what is the estimated return on the invested capital. It is not
unusual that a property worth 1,2£ million with additional
500,000£ spent on development, will be worth well over 3£
million few months down the line. Opportunities like that
are frequent and they are not limited to central London.

Why did you choose these areas?

For the past couple of years we have witnessed huge inflows
of capital from all over the world, helping central London
investment to reach values which are rising steadily in

both residential and commercial markets. But we are also
registering the emergence of new submarkets as investors
look for value outside of the traditional core locations. It is
worth to mention that within London, the biggest rises in
value last year were seen outside the wealthiest boroughs of
Westminster and Kensington and Chelsea.

The highest percentage increases were in Hackney (%16.5),
Waltham Forest (%15.2) and Lambeth (%14.5). This does

not change the fact that although Kensington and Chelsea
went up in value a relatively modest 8.8 per cent and
Westminster by 9.5 per cent - they are still seen as the safest
asset location with the combined value of homes in the two
boroughs still 15 per cent higher than all the properties in
Wales.

Does your presence in the Mayfair help your customers
visit and see the available investment opportunities you
have?

Mayfair is home to many of the world’s most prominent
financial, retail, media and professional service providers.
New Bond Street, Regent Street, Piccadilly and all of the
London's many sites are within easy reach. The area is
known for many of its historic listed Georgian properties
and is a recognised landmark full of traditional British
features. Our Mayfair location allows us to be in the centre
of the action as the area offers a great environment to meet
clients and discuss investment opportunities.

Are your trading activities only with Arab investors or all
investors?

We work mainly with Arab investors and offer all our
services in Arabic as well as in English. Building solid
relationships with our clients is our priority. Many Arab
investors who enter the UK real estate market for the first
time are sceptical in the beginning, especially when we tell
them about projects that can generate %60 profit in less
than 12 months.

In general, our aim is to make them feel confident and
transform the professional nature of our work into
relationships based on trust which always prove to be
mutually beneficial.

What is the real estate investment opportunities that Arabs typically look for?

Over the past few years many Arab investors have made some of their largest
investments in the GCC, lured by opening markets and high returns. These returns
however have sometimes proved not as high as anticipated, and definitely not as high as
London properties which in many cases offer double digits in annual value appreciation.

Most clients we work with are interested in properties located in London’s most affluent
areas such as Knightsbridge, Kensington and Chelsea, Bayswater, Marylebone and of
course Mayfair. And not surprisingly, the latest findings predict that values in Mayfair
could climb to 10,000£ per sq. ft. over the next five to ten years, meaning a bathroom
there could be worth twice as much as the average home in the UK. From an investor's
point of view, these are of course one of the best locations to hold on to a real estate
asset.

Through your experience, what are the nationalities of the majority of Arabs that
are in real estate investments?

London has been a favoured destination for many years and we work with a cross range
of nationalities, the majority of whom come from the GCC. This places Arabs as the
second most important group of overseas investors in the UK market, behind investors
from Asia-Pacific.

The dynamism of London is being reflected in the creation of new investment
opportunities for cash purchasers and there are a range of different factors that make
London attractive to Gulf investors in particular. London combines the benefits of a
political safe haven and a global financial centre. There is also a degree of cultural and
historic familiarity, with many Arab investors having been educated or having family
homes in the UK.
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Interview with Sagr Al-Istithmar Property Investment Group Owner

RALPH OWCZAREK

Ralph Owczarek with Arabisk Business Development Manager Tomer Ben

alph, Please tell us about your company and how it

was founded?

Sagr Al-Istithmar Property Investment Group was

founded in London in response to the increasing

demand from individual and institutional investors to

buy into the capital’s real estate market. The company
caters for all budgets offering property development opportunities
for a large pool of foreign investors. Located on the ground, we help
buyers to find the most attractive short or long term investment
opportunities in London'’s fast raising real estate market.

Why did you choose to work in this field?

As one of the best investment environments in the world, the

UK enjoys a reputation for its stable political environment, well
established infrastructure and transparent legal system.

London is the financial centre of the world. It is an international city,
mature in economic terms, open, accessible, and a safe haven for
investors.

Saqgr Al-Istithmar is the best example of how profitable property
investment in London has become. Similarly to other companies that
work either for the Chinese or Russians, our company works for Arab
investors mainly in the GCC offering them prime location off-market
development opportunities.
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What can you offer to your customers?

Arabs have been investing in London real estate for many years. In
fact, many of the capital’s landmarks are owned by wealthy individuals
and investment funds that originate in the Arab world. London is
recognised as one of the largest and most dynamic cities in the world
and, as such, it offers tremendous investment opportunities for all size
cash investors.

Many of our clients attach great importance to the development of
their UK property portfolios and actively seek opportunities to further
expand into London and the wider UK though our services. Our
company's objective is to increase the share that Arab investors hold
in the UK real estate market. We achieve that by offering our clients
investment opportunities that can generate profits unseen in other
parts of the world.

Is your search of real estate investments limited to specific areas
of London?

In 2013 alone, London’s homes generated more wealth than the entire
New Zealand economy. The 10 wealthiest boroughs are now valued in
excess of £600 billion, more than all the houses in Scotland, Wales and
Northern Ireland combined. At the same time, not enough supply and
continuously increasing demand drives property prices higher month
on month.



Uncompromised functionality paired with functional
beauty were key drivers of the magnificent architecture
that today houses a state-of-the-art airport, setting new
standards in the aviation industry, airport architecture
and design quality. A workforce of 23,000 invested over
160 million hours to design and build an undulating
structure resembling the gentle waves of the Arabian
Gulf taking passengers gracefully from landside to
airside, using building materials sourced from 40
different countries around the world.

To recognise the Royal Family's visionary support for
HIA, the airport features a unique, dedicated Emiri
Terminal. Containing no perpendicular surfaces, the
building resembles the curvature of sails and has
entailed an innovative and demanding design and
construction process. The Emiri 3 Terminal is home to
several lounges including a Main Majlis (a social and
business lounge), Ministerial Lounge, VVIP Lounge

and a Private Lounge, all featuring custom designed
furniture by Marc Newson, a leading industrial designer.
An airside platform for official ceremonies is 80 meters
in diameter with a 26.5-metre-high glass backdrop.
The podium connects to a ceremonial open passenger
loading bridge, which is the first of its kind in the world.

HIA — AN INNOVATIVE EXHIBITION SETTING

Airport terminals are public spaces that see millions of
people every year and are therefore ideal, although-
perhaps unexpected places to interact with art. Art is
an integral part of HIA, having been designed to house
permanent and temporary exhibitions.

Guided by the globally-recognised taste and expertise
of Her Excellency Sheikha Al-Mayassa bint Hamad

bin Khalifa Al-Thani, HIA will feature art specially
commissioned and acquired for the airport, as well as
from Qatar’'s renowned Museum of Islamic Art.

Passengers will be exposed to a diverse set of artistic
media including paintings, sculpture, electronic and
interactive installations. This will help counter the
transitory feeling of most airports, effectively turning
HIA into an innovative and immersive visual experience,
unparralled elsewhere for the enjoyment of its
passengers and visitors.

STORY OF THE HOTEL AT HAMAD INTERNATIONAL
AIRPORT (HIA)

Welcoming and convenient, The Hotelat HIA provides
passengers with exceptional facilities and services to
relax,rejuvenate and recharge between flights and for
short-term stays inQatar. Whether traveling on business
orforleisure, with family or without, The

Hotelhas been designed to meet the needs of all
passengers.

A second hotel at HIA will also be available for
passengers to enjoy at alater stageoffering an even more
extensive hotel offering for travellers.

ELEGANTLY DESIGNED AND FULLY
EQUIPPED ROOMS

The Hotel has 100 contemporaryfurnished
sound-proof rooms each in the North node
and South nodes of the passenger terminal
complex.

Guests maychoose from TwinorKingbedded
rooms, or Deluxe suites.

Convenience and comfort at its bestAt The
Hotel, convenience is at the forefront of its
product offering. Understanding the needs
of passengers is paramount, so whether
they are

arriving, transferring or departing Doha,
travellers can enjoy flexible check in and
out options,regardless of their flight
schedule, with the minimum time of stay
atthreehours.

RESORT QUALITY WELLNESS AREA

Nothing takes the edge offalong haul
flight like a wellness experience to
rechargeanexhausted body and mind.

The Hotel wellness area is available to
hotel guests and all passengers travelling
via HIAwishingto relax, rejuvenate and
rechargebetween flights.

Weary guests can take advantage of a
range of spa, manicure, pedicure and facial
treatments.

STORY OF QATAR AIRCRAFT CATERING
COMPANY (QACC)

Launched in August 2002 as the sole airline
catering company at Doha International
Airport (DIA), QACC was formed to provide
exclusive Catering Services to Qatar Airways
and other airlines operating from DIA.

Led by an award-winning catering team,
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QACC has been pushing the boundaries

of in-flight cuisine to reflect Qatar Airways
five-star reputation .

The opening of Hamad International Airport
(HIA) marks a significant new chapter in
QACC's rapid expansion. The brand new
state-of-the-art catering facility at HIA will
redefine the standards of airline catering
excellence.

One of the world's largest airline catering
facilities...

The catering facility at HIA spans an
extraordinary 69,000 square metres,
making it one of the world’s largest self-
contained facilities. Located within the
airport premises, it produces 150,000 meals
per day. The enhanced meal production
capacity enables the facility to cater for
every airline flying via HIA.

The facility will also provide catering for all
16 lounges, as well as all airport employees.
Watch this space for further updates on
how the QACC at HIA will redefine dining
experience for passenger on board the
flights and on the ground.

ydgaJla o o)l o
Hamad International Airport
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The Story ol
HAMAD INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT

Customers At Its Heart Whether arriving, —

departing or simply passing through, : T

HIA promises to redefine the way its

customers experience one of the world’s

most rapidly developing business and

travel destinations. Located conveniently
within an eight hour flight for more than two thirds of
the global population, it is ideal for business or leisure
travellers. Strategically located between the world's
established and emerging financial centres Doha is ideal
hub for both business and leisure travel.

Following a decade of pioneering design, engineering
and construction work, HIA is flagship national project
and one of the most ambitious global projects currently
underway.

QATAR'’S NATIONAL VISION 2030

Designed to support and sustain Qatar’s historic
development as a nation, HIA promises an exponential
increase in Qatar’s capacity to handle international
movements of people, goods, capital, knowledge and
technology. It is a vital element of Qatar’s National
Vision 2030, which sets out the roadmap for a unique
national transition from reliance on petrochemical
revenues to a diverse, knowledge-based economy.

Our aim is to make Arab investors feel confident
and transform the professional nature of our
work into relationships based on trust which
always prove to be mutually bencficial.

CONSTRUCTION, DESIGN AND ARCHITECTURE
Inception To Creation

Following a rigorous two-year planning phase,
construction began in 2005 with an ambitious project
to reclaim 62 million cubic meters of land from the
Arabian Gulf. More than 60 per cent of HIA is now
built on this area. Upon completion, HIA will occupy 29
square kilometres or a space equivalent to one third
the total size of Doha. Airport City, a planned free trade . e |
zone surrounding and supporting HIA, will occupy an P Pl m‘
additional 10 square kilometres. : WhLLiE e,
e 1T

The Passenger Terminal Complex (PTC) sits at the heart
of HIA and is instantly recognisable as a new landmark
structure in the world of aviation. Covering 600,000
square meters and elevating to the height of four stories,
HIA Passenger Terminal Complex equals 75 FIFA-

sized football pitches or it can fit three Qatar National
Convention Centres.

Arabian Inspiration
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U CHAMBER O SHIPPING
Invites Emirati Companies To Open Bases In

London
——--1@;@:

-—

UK CHAMBER
of SHIPPING

A Very Large Crude Carrier in the English Channel

Guy Platten, CEO of UK Chamber of Shipping

By Tomer Ben, Arabisk Magazine Business Development Manager

ARABISK met the incoming CEO of the UK Chamber of
Shipping Mr. Guy Platten, at their city offices on Park St.
For many years, the UK Chamber has been credited with

The UK Chamber Of”S hipping is the enhancing and supporting the maritime industry.
t’ad(’ aSSOCiaﬁon and VO[C(’ Offhe UK The world is a very competitive market place, why do
, , , you think Emirati companies should settle in London?
740 Shll)plng [ndHStry’ Wlth around London is global center for maritime businesses, we have a
ﬂu’mb&’ﬁ across fh(’ ’nariﬁ”u, solid infrastructure and track record, therefore doing business here is
e e easy and the UK Chamber can provide all necessary support services.
sector. Thg Cha’nb(’r Wo”ks Which kind of businesses are you looking to attract to the UK?
With GOV(’rn’nfntS, Par[iament, London is sometimes referred to as a “one-stop shop” for maritime

business , therefore we invite Ship Owners,

Brokers, P&I Clubs, Ship Managers and all Maritime Service
Provides. Furthermore, the DMT time Zone is a major
advantage.

international organizations
and association to Champion and
protect the UK sthpzng mdustry

What is your message to the readers of Arabisk
Magazine?

We wish thank you for the ongoing support and

hope to see more links with the Middle East to share our
indepth knowledge and experience with the latest
technologies, regulations, education and innovation .
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THE WORLD SUPPORTS QATAR
WORLD CUP

Pressure is building on FIFA to determine if Qatar bribed officials to win hosting rights to
(& O C

the 2022 World Cup.

By Adnan Haj Omar : Editor-in-Chief

aid Brahimi should be in his
footballing prime when the
World Cup kicks off in Qatar
in 2022. He plays on the
right wing for the national
under-19s side and will be 26
when the tournament starts — the same age
as Adam Lallana, the England attacker who
is about to get his first chance at World Cup
glory in Brazil.
But, as he pulled on his boots to train
with the national side on a full-sized air-
conditioned pitch, the 18-year-old had
to face up to calls for his country to be
stripped of the event, amid the growing
furore over claims of bribery during the
bidding process by a top Qatari football
official.
“[To prevent us] from getting the World
Cup, which is the biggest event in the world,
would be really upsetting,” he said. "I don't
think that's fair because everyone worked
so hard. They planned everything and now
it has just gone because of some people
trying to get the whole country down.”
The Qatari press has reported the
allegations but has focused strongly on
the organisers’ denials of any wrongdoing
rather than the details of the claims
themselves.
On Monday, the Qatar Tribune led with
the robust rebuttal from the Qatar 2022
supreme committee, while it relegated
the story to a three-inch column reporting
on how the head of the Asian Football
Confederation, Sheikh Salman bin Ebrahim
al-Khalifa of Bahrain, believed the doubts
about the bidding process raised by the
allegations “will be cleared up soon”.
“People here feel frustrated,” said one
Qatari sports official who asked not be
named. “Why are people attacking us like
this? It is our right to host the 2022 World
Cup. It was voted for by the European
delegations too. Are they corrupt?”
Another official said the claims in the
Sunday Times were “ridiculous”, “entirely
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predictable” and “nothing new". He added
dismissively: “There’s no reaction, people
here are cool. Work is in progress.”

FIFA opened its annual meeting of the
world soccer body’s 209 members, known
as the FIFA Congress, on Tuesday with

its president Sepp Blatter in a combative
mood a day after he said racism was behind
corruption allegations engulfing Qatar's
controversial winning bid to host the 2022
World Cup.

The official’'s comments follow fresh reports
published by the Sunday Times that Qatar
offered discounted natural gas to Thailand
in exchange for its support. The newspaper
previously alleged that Qatar bribed FIFA
executive committee members with some
$5 million in payments to help secure votes.
In response, major World Cup sponsors —
including Adidas, BP, Budweiser, Coca-Cola,
Hyundai/Kia, Sony and Visa — have this
week expressed concern about the renewed
corruption allegations surrounding Qatar’s
bid. Another major sponsor, the UAE-based
Emirates, has remained silent.

For its part, Qatar's World Cup organizing
body, the Supreme Committee for Delivery
& Legacy, has said it “vehemently” denies
all allegations of wrongdoing. It has
expressed confidence that any investigation
will find it won the hosting rights fairly.
Stefan Szymanski, a professor of sports
management at the University of Michigan
and co-author of the book “Soccernomics,”
said he believes the accusations are driven
more by countries bitter that they were
passed over as the 2022 World Cup host,
rather than racism.

“There’s an element of sour grapes: ‘'We
lost therefore, we're not happy,” Szymanski
said.

Sportswear maker Adidas, which has been
associated with FIFA since the 1950s, said in
a statement on Sunday: “The negative tenor
of the public debate around FIFA at the
moment is neither good for football nor for
FIFA and its partners.”
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To see the full David Charles ranges for 2014 go online at www.davidcharleschildrenswear.com
Retail stockists include:
London: Harrods, Knightsbridge. @ Middle East: Katakeet, Jeddah, Dubai and Abu Dhabi @ Harvey Nichols, Riyadh
Baby Fashions, Abu Dhabi @ Al Mana (The Pearl) Doha @ Babyfair, Bahrain



"AS A BRITISH CRAFTSPERSON AND DESIGNER, MY FOREMOST AIM IS TO PRODUCE
INNOVATIVE, BEAUTIFUL AND EXTRAORDINARY PRODUCTS, WHICH ARE OF THE
UPPERMOST QUALITY IN BOTH MATERIALS AND DESIGN. | TAKE GREAT PRIDE IN

THE KNOWLEDGE THAT THE PIECES | DESIGN AND MAKE WILL BE VALUED AS
WORKS OF ART, AS MUCH AS FUNCTIONAL ITEMS, TO BE PASSED DOWN FROM
GENERATION TO GENERATION."

JACK ROW - ARTIST'S STATEMENT

HARRODS GREAT WRITING ROOM
E-MAIL: JACK@JACKROW.COM
WWWJACKROW.COM
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TISSOT LUXURY AUTOMATIC. POWERMATIC 80 MOVEMENT WITH
80 HOURS OF POWER RESERVE AND 316L STAINLESS STEEL CASE.
INNOVATORS BY TRADITION.
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