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ARABISK | INTERVIEW

An Exclusive Interview with Princess Nora bint Faisal Al Saud after

the First Fashion Week in Riyadh

Interview By: Sara Amr

} extensive interview with HH Princes Nora bint Faisal Al Saaud,
/

! rabisk London Magazine was lucky to have an exclusive and
4

President of Saudi Fashion Community, and Saudi Fashion Week
organization. This interview is the first of its kind delving into the world of
fashion in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabic. Saudi Arabia is witnessing a new
era economically and socially. Arabisk London tried to get a glimpse of the
princess'’s personality and personal opinions on hot topics such travel, women
and the changes in the Kingdom; especially in terms of fashion and its future
in Saudi Arabia.

Princess Nora bint Faisal Al Saaud, the young representative of the Saudi
youth; how would you like to introduce yourself?

| belong to the millions of female and male youth of the new generation
working to give back to the Kingdom. The Saudi Arabian are people of beauty
and creativity, and here comes my role. | want to shed light on the creativity
and ambition of my people to elevate the Kingdom to the most prestigious
levels presently and in the future.

You enjoy travelling, however you stick to your Saudi culture appearance.
Tell us how did you achieve that?

| think travel is a way to get more exposure to other cultures and societies,
however it is not an excuse to let go of our principles and personal values; as
some may come to see it. | grew up in an environment that encouraged me to
accept others respect their opposing opinions. | was taught to value dialogue
and the exchange of personal view, and this - in my opinion - is a spot-on
translation of human values.

You speak Arabic, English, Japanese and French. How did this wide range
of linguistic palette contribute to your personality that took an interest in
the fashion world?

My exposure to languages and cultures definitely played an integral part in
building my personality. Travelling helped with widening my spectrum of
exposure to different ways of living since | was very young. Fashion, in itself,
is part and parcel of this cultural experience. | started learning French when |
was two years old, going on trips to Paris with my family. | also lived in Japan
for 5 years during my university education. Crossing paths with these differed
cultures created a close connection between myself and the world of fashion,
because in my opinion, fashion is always in need for diversity and the ability to
look at things from different cultural and social perspectives.

How did your studies in International Business in Japan help

you when you had to head the first fashion entity in Saudi
Arabia?

Through my studies, I gained a lot of knowledge about the
business world. Interacting with Japanese companies also helped
me understand and learn the Japanese way of thinking which is
centered around accuracy, precision and attention to detail. I have
been trying to implement these lessons here in Saudi Arabia with
those who work with me I'would also like to add, that my goal here is
to stimulate the Saudi Arabian economy through the fashion sector.
This means that my work here is not only centred on fashion as a
creativity tool, but rather as contributor to the Kingdom’s economy.

Tell us more about your personal sense of style?

I believe that, elegance is rooted in simplicity. That is why my
personal choices are always leaning towards the classical style, but
I still like to keep myself informed about different fashion styles.
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How did you become the honorary President of the Arab
Fashion Council in Riyadh?

It all started with the partnership formed between us and the
Arab Fashion Council to organize the first Fashion Week Riyadh. It
is known that I have always aspired to launch a fashion platform
in Saudi Arabia, so I was chosen as an honorary president of the
council. However, after organizing and totally.

How were you chosen as the honorary president of the Arab
Fashion Council in Riyadh?

It all started when we formed a partnership with the Arab Fashion
Council to organize the first fashion week in Riyadh and I was
chosen as the honorary president of the council as I often thought
of launching a fashion platform in Saudi Arabia. After organizing and
evaluating the event comprehensively, we found the importance of
establishing an institution that is separated from the Arab Fashion
Council. That was when we launched; with the collaboration of
governmental agencies, the Saudi Arabia Community and its
platform, the Saudi Fashion Week. Today we are organizing the
second season of Saudi Fashion Week, set to be help in Riyadh from

October 17th to 21st 2018. We hope this will be a step forward,
where weaknesses are improved and strengths are amplified.

How did the organizing of Huawei Arab Fashion Week, which
was the first fashion event in Saudi Arabia held in the Ritz-
Carlton Hotel, Riyadh from the 10th to the 14th of April?

We started off with an organizational vision for the Arab Fashion
Week that aimed for getting the attention of the public opinion
both domestically and internationally; and indeed, the turnover was
great. The attendees included major international designers such at
Jean Paul Gaultier from France, Yulia Yanina from Russia, Tony Ward
from Lebanon, Maison Alexanderine from Brazil, House of Mua Mua
from Italy, Bibisara from Kazakhstan.

There was also Basel Soda and Nada Saadah from Lebanon, the
House of Asuri from Egypt and I certainly cannot forget our four
talented Saudi Arabian female fashion designers who presented
their collections in this first-of-its-kind fashion platform in Saudi
Arabia. They were Arwa Al Banawi, Arwa Al Ammari of ArAm Designs,
Alia Al Sawaf from SWAF and Mashael Al Rajhi.



Saudi Arabian contribution didn't stop at that, all
the make-up works and numbers were executed by
Saudi Arabian make-up artists working with Make-Up
Forever. The event also included 70 female volunteers
from different universities and colleges in Saudi Arabia.

The first Fashion Week in Riyadh was a success,
what are you planning next?

As I mentioned before, Saudi Fashion Week which
will be held next October is the highlight, but we are
organizing several other events to promote the Saudi
Arabian fashion, we start off in Riyadh and then move
on gradually to several other cities in the Kingdom. We
are also looking forward to collaborating with Saudi
fashion institutions to enrich the experience of Saudi
Arabian students in the field of fashion, and expanding
their horizon by giving them the opportunity to work
alongside regional and international fashion designers
and fashion houses.
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How do you view the major social, economic and political changes due
in the Saudi Vision 2030?

Vision 2030 is centred on economy stimulation through economic diversity.
It tries to abandon the idea that petroleum is the only source for national
income, adopting other sectors such as fashion which is an important sector
that integrates several other sectors such as tourism, marketing, retail,
hospitality, travel, and production. We aspire that through the Saudi Fashion
Community the Saudi economy will prosper and transcend to prominent
levels in the upcoming era.

Saudi Arabian women are looking to make significant change that will
act as an addition to Saudi’s developmental Vision 2030, do you think
they will succeed in this leading role?

I think that this is the chance for Saudi women to contribute in the success
of the developmental Vision 2030. Although this needs time to determine,
several indicators have showed that Saudi women have succeeded in all their
endeavours up until now. Saudi women did not come short of their important
role towards accomplishing the developmental journey for the Kingdom of
Saudi Arabia.

Today, all eyes are on the Saudi Arabian women, how does fashion draw
out the personality of Saudi Women, as shown to the world?

That is quite true. Global public opinion notices our fashion contributions a
lot more than before and keep themselves better informed about fashion
projects in Saudi Arabia. Although I want to note that elegance and fashion
has always been a major part of the lives of Saudi Arabian women.

How can the fashion industry be used to serves openness towards the
world, and a medium of exposure to the culture and the people of Saudi
Arabia?

All the projects we are working on now aim to express our cultural values,
while achieving a synergy with global fashion standards. On the other hand,
we are working on supporting Saudi Arabian talents internationally, and this
will definitely export the bright image of Saudi Arabia to the world.

Finally, give a message to Arab women and youth.

I would advise them to stick to their dreams and never give up on their
journeys regardless of the barriers and the challenges, whatever it may be.
We need to struggle to achieve out goals. I would also advise them to work
on their aspirations, motivation, and determination because these are the
things that can majorly uplift the person.

INTERVIEW

1%

Beauty, power and craftsmanship will
always be points of strength

b3
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One of the most influential figures in Dubai, voted amongst the 100 most

inspirational leaders in the business world for the year 2018. Driven by a

passion for enticing creative performances, he travelled worldwide to renowned

performance halls, going from being the Head of Operations in Royal Albert Hall

in London to be the CEO of Dubai Opera. Arabisk London Magazine was lucky
to have the following private interview with him.

<<
CHIEF EXECUTIVE - DUBAI OPERA

JASPER HOPE
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Interview By: Sara Amr

How would you evaluate Dubai as a choice to pursue your career?
Moving to Dubai was a great opportunity for me especially since the
Dubai Opera House was launched shortly after. Being part of this
place the highlight of my professional life.

How do you view your new job in Dubai Opera, especially after
leaving your previous job in London’s world famous Royal Albert
Hall?

It's an honor to be the first to take over the management of the first
cultural center in the UAE. The United Arab Emirates has witnessed
rapid development in recent years. This kind of opportunity is rare to
people of any age range. For sure, it was difficult leaving a city such
as London and a great place such as The Royal Albert Hall. However,
I have enjoyed working there for seven years, and it was time to get
broader experiences by moving to Dubai.

How can ethnic diversity in Dubai be used to make developments
in the arts field?

Dubai is multicultural, as is the case with other major cities around
the world. That is why from day one, we are eager to provide a wide
range of programs that would suit different tastes. In fact, currently
we are preparing for a global phase that we hope would motivate the
talents present in Dubai towards presenting more live performances.

You are ranked among the leaders of change in the UAE for the
year 2018. What are the most prominent roles you have played in
order to attain this position?

I firmly believe that change and progress are things to be celebrated
and the role Dubai Opera is playing in both changing how people
view the city internationally and perhaps changing the aspirations

of the city’s youth delights me. I think these objectives are part of a
bigger change process, and they are things we can work on for many
years to come in collaboration with many other partners in Dubai.

Tell us about your future vision of the Dubai Opera; what is the
cultural and artistic shift you are looking to achieve in Dubai?
Dubai Opera is a world-class performance venue in the heart of the
city. My hope is that by delivering incredible live performances and
providing incredible live experiences, the building acts not just as a
stage for those performances but also as a central cultural resource
for the UAE and as an inspirational hub capable of hosting great
cultural endeavors as well as portraying important moments of
community celebration.

What are your plans for in the upcoming future?

Currently, we have a wide range of performers scheduled over the
next few months. This weekend, for example, we will host the classic
Romeo and Juliet ballet with the Moscow City Ballet. As for next
weekend, we will host one concert performed by the British pop band,
Steps. The upcoming night, we are scheduled to host an inaugural
indoor festival called DXBEATS to showcase a host of young indie
Arab artists and bands.

ARABISK | INTERVIEW

Do you think that Dubai can play a role in terms of linking the
East and the West?

Dubai can certainly play an epicentral cultural role through multiple
art forms. However, in my opinion, I would rather have Dubai working
on building and perfecting its own unique cultural identity; only
when that is achieved can Dubai use this identity to bridge the gaps
between different cultures.

How do you see the future of arts in the Arab Gulf and the
Middle East?

This is an incredibly exciting time for the arts in the region. In Dubai,
we have recognized literature, art and film festivals. We also have
cultural centers in Dubai such as AlSerkal Hall and D3, that greatly
contribute to the inspiration of creativity, and the enhancement of the
cultural depth.
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Layla Abu Zaid has contributed immensely to the fashion industry in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia.

Her successful leadership of businesses made her a role model for Gulf and Arabian women. Arabisk

London magazine met her to talk about how she sees the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia today, amidst all

the changes occurring lately and how they would reflect on the lives of Saudi Arabian women, and the
world of fashion in the Kingdom.

Interview By: Sara Amr

How do you see the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia Today?

Saudi Arabian youth make a significant portion of the population;
around 70% of them are under 30 years old. The change is taking place
now, thanks to our amazing HRH King Salman and our great Crown
Prince Mohammed, I am very proud to be part of this change. MBS
reforms have been revolutionary; he is introducing KSA to the world
and opening the doors in this country for all those who dare to dream.
Change is not easy and it's a big challenge, but it's achievable only
because of the belief in the reforms introduced by MBS; we do believe
in him as he is bringing back the real Saudi Arabia, Saudi Arabia that
our fathers used to tell us about. So we are on the right track and we
are shaping our economy as per our strong suits such as oil, minerals,
gas and above all according to Saudi People as a great human source.

Would you say that a woman needs to fight for her place in the
community, or it should be granted to her?

Nothing should be for granted in life; every single creature in this
world has to fight to earn a place. If you go to the Amazon forests,
the animals are fighting for their place. The woman has a place in the
society where she must show her capabilities and commitments.

Saudi women have made notable progress in the business world.
How did they manage to do that? And how does this help the
national Saudi economy?

Absolutely, they did that through their efforts and dedication, there's
no way to achieve success but hard work. The participation of the Saudi
women in the national economy certainly introduces our great country
to the world in a good way. We have so much talent in Saudi Women
and we are also part of the global empowerment movement.

Saudi Arabia is witnessing a new era of openness; politically,
socially and financially. How can women benefit from this new era?
Yes, we are in a new area, thanks to HRH King Salman and our Crown
Prince Mohammed (MBS). The new reforms had emancipated women,
introduced a much more pleasant life to Saudi Arabians generally, so as
a result Saudi women will enjoy their financial independence and have
a much better social life.

Do you think the Saudi Arabians are efficient to achieve progress
through the new era?

In Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, we have the main components of Progress:
education, self-discipline, focus and the belief in what we are doing.
But we need to dream big and be realistic; that is the most commonly
travelled road to greatness and I have a positive Vision, our country is
totally ready for the opportunities ahead of us.

P13

Are the Saudi Arabian people ready to see women'’s integration in
the society?

It certainly is, and it has been ready for a while now. MBS is bringing
back the true Saudi Arabia which is very different country; Driving

and fashion were not issues related to religion. How you drove your
car, or dressed or dealt with others was more centred on respecting
one another and one’s internal value and beliefs. So yes, we are ready
and the government is creating the right platform for the upcoming
changes.

“Saudi Women have so much talent and
we are a part of the global empowerment
movement”

Tell us about your company and what are your upcoming
programs?

The "WK" has a few lines of businesses: trading prospects, IT and
Entertainment, which is basically centred on the fashion industry.
So we are creating several upgraded fashion programs to the Saudi
community which hopefully scheduled to be launched soon.

How did travelling help you in becoming an open-minded woman
and able to communicate with and respect different points of
view?

When you understand other cultures, work in different countries

and see different people it reflects on the way you view life. We are
important as individuals, but the world doesn’t revolve around us.
Travelling makes you open and alert, inspiring you to keep developing
and transcending. I think travelling is the richest experience we can
carry with us throughout our lives. They say, “Knowledge is power”,
and travelling can be an effective source of knowledge as it opens our
minds to other mindsets, cultures, behaviours. In other words, it helps
us accept what is foreign and what is new to us.

Where are your favourite European travel destinations, and do you
see London as a proper destination for Gulf female tourists?

When you understand other cultures, work in different countries

and see different people it reflects on the way you view life. We are
important as individuals, but the world
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new rheumatism treatment lands

him amongst the best 10 orthopedics
in the UK
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INTERVIEW

It was not a matter of coincidence to find Dr. Diaa AlHaj Hussien’s name amongst the best 10
doctors in rheumatism treatment. It all came down to sweat and tears put in the field of scientific
research, and his contribution in various studies along with the practical practice witnessed by
several Arab and European countries. Above all, came his passion for complementary medicine,
which paved the way his proposal of a new rheumatism treatment. Arabisk London magazine

was lucky enough to conduct this interview with him;

Interview By: Sara Amr

How did your interest in complementary medicine start?

It all started in 1990 during my stay in the United Kingdom. I was exposed
to several researches comparing anti-inflammatory painkillers and
vitamins where the results indicated the similarity of the effects. Adding
to that, I was always thinking about back, neck and knee painkillers that
weren't anti-inflammatory. With these painkillers, patients suffered from
the pain once the effects of the pills wore off. I used to ask myself; “Is
there any way we could find a substitute that hinders the continuous
intake of these painkillers?” and “was there a way to avoid the side-effects
risked by these painkillers?”

During that time, I decided to enroll in a courses specializing in
acupuncture, acupressure and reflexology and from there I realized that I
could indeed present something new that benefits patients worldwide.

You have conducted several surveys through your Center in the
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia in regards to rheumatism cases and ways
of treatment, and from there you came to the United Kingdom; are
there any differences between both the countries in terms of the
causes of infection and treatment success rates?

After finishing my PhD studies in the United Kingdom, I conducted a
comparative study between Saudi Arabia and the United Kingdom in
terms of rheumatism. The study concluded that the deterioration of the
joints in Britain occur at a increased rate in comparison to Saudi Arabia.
This was caused by several elements including eating habits, alcohol
consumption, and high-protein in-take in meats and pork in addition to
psychological elements pertaining to exposure to stress and anxiety.

How did your presence in the United Kingdom contribute to the
achievements you have reached today?

As I have said before, the United Kingdom was a huge catalyst in my
medical journey. I found the path I wanted to pursue in Britain. Deciding
to enroll in modern medicine studies alongside the courses I was taking in
complementary medicine was what inspired me to study Laser treatments
in the United States; which helped me introduce a new method of
treatment for rheumatic pains.

You are known by the small number of treatment sessions, tell us
more about these sessions and about other factors of excellence you
enjoy.

Most natural therapy sessions are known to be between 6 to 12 sessions,
but thanks to our new treatment method, a patient can stand a chance
to achieve full recovery after two or three session. Surprisingly, in many
cases, only one session was needed to achieve full recovering. We are
delighted and proud as we have managed to present an exemplary
medical service to patients coming from faraway destinations, and
sometimes from different countries. We also use modern medicine in
the cases that require so, but on the other hand side, we don't ignore
elements such as lifestyle in terms of eating habit, psychological health
and exercising regimes.

P15
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Articles were written about you in the Daily Mail

and The Guardian; you were also chosen as one

of the best 10 rheumatism doctors in Britain in
addition to a prominent appearance on Arabic
media programs, what message are you keen on
delivering it to your Arabian and Western audience?
I am keen on raising awareness amongst the masses

in terms of the importance of preventative measures
when it comes to diseases, and how it can be much
more effective than treatments. In my medical write-
ups around the relationship between carbonated drinks
and fast food meals and the weakening of the bones
(osteoporosis), I try to raise awareness and educate
people in order to decrease the rate of incidences of
bone diseases that are on the rise.

You studied nutrition in the United States, how did
this knowledge help in rheumatism treatments.
After spending ample time with orthopedic patients in
Arab and Western countries, I found that a knowledge
gap was present in terms of the correlation between

the nutritional regimen and rheumatism. Hence, I was
keen to study nutrition in the United States of America,
which confirmed to me the importance of a dietary
plan whether joint inflammation was present or not.
For instance, patients notice that joint inflammations
improve when they avoid red meat and wheat.

What do you hope on achieving in the upcoming
period?

I hope everyone will come to know of my new
treatment so as to avoid the dangerous side effects that
can be caused by painkillers which has indeed resulted
in near kidney-failures in several patients suffering

from bone diseases. I am determined to expand this
successful treatment so that it can go beyond Saudi
Arabia and the United Kingdom, and become accessible
to all patients all over the world. Finally, I would like

to add that a patients’ recovery is a source of great
delight for me. Spreading happiness and pleasure
amongst people is the biggest feeling of success one
can achieve.
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A highly-known fashion designer in the modest fashion world. She appeared as the face of Muslim
Women in American documentary programs. Nabila Bee is known for her innovative, creative and
diverse fashion designs and color schemes. She started blogging in 2011 on fashion through social
media. Arabisk London Magazine got a glimpse of her world through the following interview.

Interview By: Nour Janoudi

You are an Algerian with a Russian nationality; how has the Tell us about your participation in “High Street Hijabis” Series?

diversity helped shape your character as a fashion designer? I participated with “High Street Hijabis” and “New York Hijab" with

Yes, I am actually tri-racial; made up of Russian, Algerian and Turkish Nicola Roberts; which was an absolute dream! I had a lot to say, and

decent. All these nationalities have contributed to my personality I felt great expressing myself. The most important thing was that the

as fashion designer. Living in different countries helped in bringing success attained by “High Street Hijabis" helped pave the way for

me face-to-face with the beauty you find in different cultures, in other documentaries about Muslims. I was so happy with the great

architecture and in the people as well as seeing the different styles in image that was portrayed through the documentary.

fashion in each country. The places we travel to, and live in plays an

important role in terms of the way we dress. This was what happened What are your upcoming plans and what are the events in your

to me, my style is highly influenced by my childhood which was spent schedule?

in Russia and Kyrgyzstan. Currently, I'm focusing on launching my own clothing line. We are
scheduled to launch a line of Children and Baby clothing; Baby Bee.

What were you first steps in fashion design? It's very different than what I usually do, but its very fun.

Through my family, to begin with. My mother got me my first sewing

machine when I was 9 years old. She also taught me all about the What are your aspirations?

skills of sewing. During that time, I started making my doll's clothes. Currently, I'm focusing on launching my own clothing line. We are

After that, I went to study fabric and fashion in university. This step scheduled to launch a line of Children and Baby clothing; Baby Bee.

was a confirmation that I had a passion in fashion and that I wanted It's very different than what I usually do, but its very fun.

to pursue this passion.

Tell us about the time you turned your focus to modest fashion.
This happened when I became older and it became harder, as a
Muslim girl, to find modest cloth. Especially in the west, where I
spent most of my life. This encouraged me to find a solution through
making modest cloth.

Why did you choose the United Kingdom as a place to settle in?
This was my parents’ choice. I was only 6 years old when we moved
here. Education level was one of the reasons.

Modest fashion shows are gaining fame in Europe; how do you
see these events?

I think it's great and I love them and enjoy attending them. However,
Istill think there is room for improvement and that we need to hold
events such as fashion weeks or event of higher status to stand out
on the fashion map.

We know that you are participating in Dubai Modest Fashion
week; how is the experience?

I participated in Dubai Modest Fashion Week in 2017 and the
presentations were great and highly creative, but unfortunately, I
couldn't attend this year, as it was entirely full.

How do you see the future of modest fashion in the world and in
Middle East in particular?

I believe it will only get bigger and better. I do hope that midst all that
success, the real meaning of hijab is not lost.
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KUWAIT EMBASSY IN LONDON

celebrates its 57™ anniversary of independence

he Kuwait embassy in nh “@s
London celebrated its 57th “d " .
anniversary of independence, G
27th anniversary of liberation \ -
and the 12th anniversary of His Highness 4 .

the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al- 6" WLLE /4
Jaber Al-Sabah’s at the dorchester . )

hotel in Park Lane in the presence of a ||
group of Arab and foreign officials and
diplomats accredited in those countries.
The Ambassador of the State of Kuwait to
the United Kingdom Khalid Al-Duwaisan
held a reception attended by a number
of British political, economic figures

and members of Arab, Islamic and
Joreign diplomatic missions accredited in
London.

On this occasion, Ambassador Al-
Duwaisan Asma conveyed greetings and
congratulations to His Highness the
Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber
Al-Sabah, Crown Prince Sheikh Nawaf
Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah and HH
Sheikh Jaber Al-Mubarak Al-Hamad Al-
Sabah, Prime Minister.

Al-Duwaisan told Kuwait News Agency
(KUNA) that the presence of large
delegations of British personalities

and Western and Arab diplomats to '
share the joy of the Kuwaiti people on
their national day reflects the respect
and appreciation the world has for the
Kuwaiti leadership and its people.
“Kuwait has excellent relations with
Britain in various fields and the Kuwaitis
will not forget Britain’s fair and pro-
Kuwait positions throughout history,” he
said.

Ambassador Al-Duwaisan affirmed

that the State of Kuwait has an active
and distinguished role in regional

and international events, and this

is recognized by all the countries of

the world, expressing the hope that

the Kuwaiti people will always enjoy
prosperity, harmony and stability.
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ARABISK LONDON MAGAZINE

Gala Dinner on Western brands in the presence
of prominent Arab figures in London

Arabisk London Magazine organized a Gala Dinner on 19th july displaying
Western brands from an Arab perspective entitled “Western Brands in the
Eyes of Arab Public Figures”. The dinner took place in the Abdel Wahab
Restaurants at the center of London.

Several high-level diplomatic figures attended the event including
representatives from the Iraqi, Emirati, Qatari, and Turkish embassies.
The dinner was also attended by the former ambassador of the State
of Panama, and a number of prominent figures in the field of fashion,
perfume and business. Additionally, several social media influncers were
amongst the attendees along with media outlets and advertising agencies.
The audience included a number of public figures residing in Britain;
speakers included more 10 public figures who discussed Western brands.
Amongst the prominent speakers were MBC's former presenter Lama
Saud, beauty expert Dalia Adam and the founder of the Hadara perfume
Brand in Dubai Faisal Al Dosari, Dubai based fashion designer Maysoun Al
Shami, businessman Dr. Salam Bseisu, businessman Lord Halim Khairallah,
and director of Layali Events - the leading Arabic concerts organizer in
London- Heba Shaaban.

During the event, the attendees discussed how to attract Arab consumers
to Western brands in the Middle East. They also discussed how Western
brands does approach the Arab identity in order to attract Arab consumers,
as well as exploring possibilities for developing the relationship between
Western brands and the Middle East in the future.
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THE BRITISH LEBANESE

ASSOCIATION GALA DINNER
At the Dorchester Hotel
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The British Lebanese Association held its bi-annual fundraising
Gala Dinner on the evening of 4th June 2018 in the Ballroom at the
Dorchester Hotel, London.

Guest of honour was the actor and humanitarian Selma Hayek and to
add to the glamour of the evening entertainment was courtesy Guy
Manoukian and Alin Lahoud.

The evening opened with a welcome speech from the Association’s
chairman sir David Richmond followed by an impromptu speech from
the Lebanese ambassador setting the mood for an enjoyable evening.
Lisa Zakhem chair of the Fundraising and Events Committee spoke
thanking her committee for all its hard work and in the audience Bob
and Tamar Manoukian and Ramzi and Dalia Rishani, long time friends

<D

and supporters of the British Lebanese Association and the night's joint
sponsors.

And then Baria Alamuddin the international journalist welcomed Selma
Hayek up on to the stage and for the next 30 minutes they talked about
Hayek's love for Lebanon, her humanitarian work and even how to
keep her husband!

The auction followed and twelve lots generously given were generously
competed for as was the call for pledges that followed the auction.
The night's main business completed the audience turned to less
weighty matters and danced beyond mid-night to the wonderful,
music of Guy Manoukian and Alin Lahoud performing together for the
first time.
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Where culture flourishes
London world capital of arts.

By: Francesco Lo Bello

here is no doubt that when it comes to culture, London offers one

of the best scenes in the world. Whether it is visual arts, music or

theatre, London has it all.

In particular, the attraction the city exerts on art lovers is
undeniable, and the number of art-related institutions, such as museums
and galleries, range in the hundreds. In fact, London is a world capital where
arts and cultural trends find fertile ground to develop and become known
to everyone. Furthermore, not only can London pride itself on having one
of the highest number of art foundations in the world — which allows it to
compete with cities like Paris or New York — but it is also a place where arts
are taught and new talented artists can emerge. In fact, students from every
country come to London to attend prestigious schools such as the Royal
College of Art, the Royal Academy of Arts Schools, Central Saint Martins and
the Chelsea College of Arts.

<D

But what is it that makes London such an important gravitational centre for
arts? One answer lies in its role as an international financial hub. In fact,
London not only attracts intellectuals and artists, but also capitals and
investors who are willing to buy artworks and invest in the sector. And it is
not a coincidence that important auction houses (like Christie's or Sotheby’s)
have their offices and organise major events in London.

Another contributing factor is tourism. Millions of tourists spend their
holidays in London every year, and in 2017 figures almost reached 20 million.
Besides the city’s main landmarks and attractions, visitors are often drawn to
London by its museums, many of which are dedicated to art and showcase
some of the world's finest collections. Museums are open every day of the
year (except on Christmas day) and although many of them can be visited
for free, it is often necessary to buy a ticket in order to view temporary
exhibitions.

The following are five of the best art galleries and museums that
can be visited in London:

1- The National Gallery

and the National Portrait Gallery

One of the city’s most iconic art museums, the National Gallery is located in Trafalgar Square, in the heart
of London. It contains more than 2300 artworks from the 13th until the 20th centuries, including works

by Botticelli, Caravaggio, Van Dyck, Goya, Cézanne, Monet and Turner. Access to the museum is free.

Unmissable is also the

National Portrait Gallery, which is adjacent to the National Gallery and hosts the portraits of eminent

British personalities.
Opening Hours (National Gallery):

Opening Hours (National Portrait Gallery):

Closest Tube Station:

10am - 6pm (Saturday to Thursday)

10am - 9pm (Friday)

10am - 6pm (Saturday to Wednesday)

10am - 9pm (Thursday and Friday)
Charing Cross



2- Tate Britain and Tate Modern

ARABISK | ART

Tate Britain and Tate Modern are only two of the four galleries belonging to the Tate Foundation

(the other two are
starting from the 16th century,
British and international modern and contemporary art.

Opening hours (Tate Britain):

Closest station:

Opening hours (Tate Modern):

Closest station:

in Liverpool and St Ives).

While Tate Britain hosts British artworks
Tate Modern offers its visitors an impressive collection of both
Admission is free for both museums.

10am - 6pm

Pimlico

10am - 6 pm (Sunday to Thursday)
10am - 10pm (Friday and Saturday)
Southwark or Blackfriars
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3- Royal Academy of Arts

More than just a museum or a gallery, the Royal
Academy of Arts is one of London’s oldest art
institutions. It was established in 1768 after thirty-
six artists and architects sought permission from
King George Il to ‘establish a society for promoting
the Arts of Design’. The Royal Academy has an
important collection of works of art, archives and
books, and it is famous for its temporary exhibitions.
One of its highlights is the Summer Exhibition, held
every year since 1769, which showcases works
from both emerging and well-established artists.

Opening Hours: 10am - 6pm (Saturday to Thursday)
10am -10pm (Friday)
Closest Stations: Green Park and Piccadilly Circus
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4- Saatchi Gallery

An essential visit for contemporary art lovers in London, the Saatchi Gallery is relatively young. Founded by
Charles Saatchi in 1985 as a space to exhibit his personal collection, this prestigious art establishment aims
at offering a platform to young emerging local artists or even established international artists whose works
have never been presented to the UK public. Admission to the gallery is free including temporary exhibitions.

Opening Hours: 10am - 6pm
Closest Station: Sloan Square

5- Victoria and Albert Museum

The world’s largest museum for decorative art and designs, the Victoria and Albert Museum was founded
in 1852 and hosts more than 2 million objects. Its Islamic art section is one of the biggest in the western
world. Some of the other pieces that can be admired at the museum include Italian artworks from the
Renaissance, design furniture and an extensive collection of jewels from ancient times to the present day.

Opening Hours: 10am - 5.45pm (Saturday to Thursday)
10am - 10pm (Fridays)
Closest Station: South Kensington
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Luxury brand specialist Emma-Louise O’Neill
visits Mykonos for our Arabisk travel special - @elobrands

AhykRonos

THE LUXURY HOTSPOT OF THE GREEK ISLANDS

he beauty of the Greek islands is almost mythological - white-

washed cube-style architecture and Byzantium churches set

against the Mediterranean’s turquoise blue sea. Each island

certainly has a charm all its own; Corfu’s sandy beaches, Santorini’'s
volcanic caldera and Delos’s ancient ruins...but it's Mykonos that does five-
star luxury the best.

Located in the Cyclades islands, Mykonos may be small in size, but it's home

to some of the world's best boutique hotels — every year sees top designers
opening stylish new destination hotel and restaurant outposts here — and it
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sets the standards for the most fabulous and decadent beach clubs, which
have been attracting an A-list clientele since the 1960s.

Having heard the island can sometimes be difficult to navigate due to a
lack of taxis, we contacted trusted Mykonos concierge Angela (www.
mykonosluxurytravel.com) to ensure all the finer details were taken care of
so we could relax and experience all this amazing Greek island has to offer.

Here are our top 7 recommendations for the perfect first-time vacation
in Mykonos:
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1. Nammos Beach Club

Nammos Beach (www.nammos.gr), the lively sushi restaurant at Psarou Beach renowned for attracting a g
traffic jam of superyachts that anchor off the shore in high season, is world famous. And it just got a little 3
better this year with the addition of new beach cabanas featuring a private outdoor Jacuzzi, a butler to serve

your champagne, and even a private chef for longer lunches. Set slightly up from the beach, it’s certainly the

most luxurious way to enjoy the famed party beach where everyone comes for lunch and stays until sunset,

making new friends all day. It may be $5,000 a day, but to be honest, life certainly doesn’t get much better

than a private cabana at Nammos.

2. Nammos Village

If the glamourous Psarou Beach crowd has you feeling in need of a new outfit, then the international
stores of Nammos Village are a short dash up from the beach. Set in lush botanic gardens surrounds, it’s
a shopping experience like no other with brands such as Dior, Oscar de la Renta and Louis Vuitton and
Christian Louboutin new openings for this season - don’t be surprised if you return to the beach entirely in
new clothes. (www.nammosvillage.com).
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3. Sunset Watching

Sunset is a big occasion here, when it seems almost the entire population of the island emerges to watch the
sky softly fade into the most spectacular rose-gold light. Little Venice, a quirky waterside area in Mykonos
town that takes its name for looking strikingly like the real one, is probably the most popular spot for sunset,
but as you’d expect it’s thronged - luckily, we had the most panoramic views in the luxury of what felt like a
private terrace at our hotel, the five-star Kourous Hotel, just outside Mykonos town.

4. Remezzo Restaurant

The Remezzo (www.remezzo-mykonos.com) restaurant, the newly renovated legendary island hotspot, is so
good it features in every jetsetter’s little black book - it was a particular favourite of Jackie Kennedy’s back
in the 1960s. The fresh fish is amazing, but it’s their unique Greek dishes that really impresses — vine leaves
stuffed with king crab, cheese ‘donuts’ with peppers and lobster chylopitaki (a Greek ‘pasta’). Of course,
the buzzy atmosphere and wonderful cocktails are also a big part of its charm. It was so good we cancelled
other reservations and returned a second night.

P32



ARABISK | TRAVELS

5. Principote Beach Club

The lavish Principot Beach Club (www.principote.com), is located on the north of the island, so away from
the crowds around Mykonos town, and in a spot sheltered from the wind. The elegant restaurant offers fine-
dining and an amazing wine list in the beautiful beach décor surroundings — proving it is possible to have the
best gastronomic experience while barefoot at the beach.
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6. Kouros Hotel

Instead of the large luxury resorts that dominate other destinations, Mykonos offers a wonderful selection of
smaller and more individual boutique hotels and luxury villas. For the first few nights we stayed at the plush
Kourous Hotel (www.kouroshotelmykonos.gr), renowned for its dramatic clifftop location. It’s an enchanting
sanctuary, the stylish crisp white interiors (by French designer Fabienne Spahn) set off by the dazzling blues
of the sea and sky, and a restaurant with sublime views rolling down to Mykonos town. Kourous’ central
location was perfect for exploring the other delights of Mykonos.
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7. Blue Senerity Villa

After a couple of glorious days at Kouros (order the detox juices — they were simply superb), we

departed to the north of the island where we were staying in Blue Senerity Villa a majestic villa (www.
mykonosluxurytravel.com) in Panoramas. After a few busy days, and late nights, this was the perfect place
to relax, with an infinity pool that appeared to merge into the sea and a private chef treating us to out-of-
this-world cuisine (her peach and seabass ceviche was so good we demanded it daily).

That’s the charm of Mykonos, it serves up glamourous beach fun, international designer shopping and

ancient civilisation set against the beauty of the Greek islands - while ensuring guests get the five-star
service really needed for a luxury vacation.

With special thanks Stathis Bouzoukas (www.ishootyou.photography) for photography and styling

P35



Baselworld 2018, a show that specializes in hand watch exhibitions, was held in Basel, Switzerland
on the 22nd to the 27th of March 2018. Baselworld exhibition is a round-up of enthusiastic
watchmakers and international watch showrooms who are given the change to present their latest
collections and innovations. The event is a hub for enthusiasts from all the world following up
the developments of the watch world. Baselworld 2018 this year shone with its vintage-inspired
watch designs that captured designs dating back to when watch companies were first launched.

By: Sara Amr

GMT Master 11

Three upgraded designs were launched by Rolex to its iconic watch,
GMT Master II, during Baselworld 2018 exhibition. The upgraded
version witnessed a reappearance of the steel GMT, along with an
elegant Jubilee bracelet. Additionally, a never-before-used red and
blue color scheme was used for the bezel. The Rolex GMT Master II is
an international watch described by Rolex website itself as “a watch
for serious traveler” especially with its display of two different time-
zones feature.
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Tudor Black Bay Fifty-Eight & Tudor 1926

The Swiss Tudor Black Pay collection, recognized as the Number

1 Brand Name for divers, received an addition of new watch - the
Tudor Black Bay Fifty-Eight. This design, especially made for slim
waits, sits well with watch lovers going for an elegant, classic look.

Seiko Presage SJE073

Another design launched in Baselworld 2018 was Seiko’s Seiko Presage SJE073
with its unique slim caliber that distinguishes it from other Seiko watches. The white
textured dial finish-up is also a notable and elegant addition to this new design,
expected to make it a top choice for official events watch-wear. Despite the elegance
of this number, the British company only manufactured a limited amount of 1881
watches to go around, which adds considerable exclusivity to this design.

Oris Big Crown Pointer Date.

Oris’s watch collection that was launched in the Baselworld 2018 is
with no doubt a notable one. The Big Crown Pointer Date is Oris’s
70-year old collection, and the company’s favorite by far. The watch
is suited to the modern days, with a polished sapphire crystal casing
that protects it against scratches and shocks.

Seiko Presage SJE073

The Omega Seamaster 1948 watch was launched during the
Baselworld 2018 as a celebration of the 70-year anniversary
since the launch of the first Seamaster collection. This collection
is best known for merging the latest technology advancements
with unique, one-of-kind designs. The first Seamaster collection
was launched in the 1940 — 1945s, when Omega provided the
British Ministry of Defense with 110,000 watches for sailors
during the war.
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leweller

to Hollywood Stars 1s still a shine
<O

By: Shaneela Rowah Al-Qamar

Harry Winston, headed by Lebanese-Swiss CEO, Nayla Hayek, first acquired its reputation as the

‘Jeweller to the stars’ when their diamonds were adorned by Jennifer Jones for the 1944 Academy

Awards. The Indian-pear shaped diamond had caught eyes on the red carpet and beyond, and for

the jeweller, there was no looking back. Harry Winston’s diamonds has since adorned the elegant

frames of stars such as Grace Kelly, Katherine Hepburn and Shirley Temple to Gwyneth Paltrow

and Jennifer Lopez. Apart from the diamond strutting down the Hollywood red carpet, they are
also the official jewellers for the British royal family.

The jewellery house has in its possession, the rarest diamond collections in the world, including:

The Star of Sierra Leone - valued at $2.5

The Winston Blue - valued at $23.8 Million
Million

This 1972 discovered rare gem-like quality diamond was acquired by
This diamond was renamed after it was purchased by Harry Harry Winston, who then broke the diamond down into small pieces, with
Winston, from its original name, the ‘Fancy Vivid Blue Diamond’, six of them being used to create The Star of Sierra Leone brooch and
weighing 13.22ct and was acquired by Harry Winston in 2014. consequently sold to an anonymus buyer in 1975. The remaining pieces

were set is necklaces and earrings.
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The Hope Diamond - valued at
$200-300 Million

This diamond carries a lot of mystery and history surrounding it.
Acquired by Harry Winston back in 1949, and then donated to the
Smithsonian Institution, is said to be cursed due to the sufferings
that previous owners had suffered whilst in their ownership.
Weighing 45.2ct, the diamond is a grey-blue antique cushion cut
which was discovered in India and then bought by King Louis XIV in
the year 1668, but was then stolen in a crown jewel looting in 1791.
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The Winston Legacy - valued at
over $26.7 Million

In 2013, Harry Winston acquired a pear-shaped diamond

of 101.3ct at Christie’s Magnificent Jewels auction, for

over $26.7 Million and then renamed to ‘The Winston
Legacy'. The white diamond was discovered in Botswana,
originally being a 234ct rough diamond, took 21 months

to be polished, before being sold to Harry Winston. Harry
Winston have boutiques located in London, as well as
Kuwait and Dubai, reaching out to customers with a taste for
exclusive, rare and fine jewels and timepieces
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Beaut

RECOMMENDATIONS
Summer 2018

| Finally, after a long winter spell, Spring is in the air and with the sun of the
summer to follow, we are well and truly in the holiday vibes!
Here are my beauty recommendations for this season

By: Shaneela Rowah Al-Qamar

Sun Designer Palette,
By Terry, £65.00 available on
WWw. net-a-porter.com

This palette is a dream come true! The versatility of
it is mind blowing! Not only is this palette available
in 4 different type to suit different complexions and
skin tones, but the colours within the palette are to
die for! This palette gives you the all-in-one bronzer,
cum eye shadow, cum blusher, cum whatever you
want!! With just the perfect colour combos, you
cannot go wrong!
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Joy, by Jean Patou, £1,282.00 available
exclusively at Neiman Marcus

A purely exclusive fragrance, of which only 50-bottles are made available
each year! Where can one start with this stunning scent, which is the
perfect accompaniment to this season? This scent was created in 1931, in
response to the great depression of America, when haute couture designer,
Jean Patou, wanted to create something especially for his American
clientele who were unable to travel to Paris. A special tribute often leads
to a special scent, which this certainly is! The production of this scent
requires 10,600 jasmine flowers specifically from the Grasse region of
France, just for one bottle of this wonderful fragrance. The top notes open
up with leafy green notes, Bulgarian rose and tuberose, before it dries
down into the middle notes of orchid, orris, lily of the valley and base notes
of musk, sandalwood and civet. This fragrance is a beautiful feminine

concoction, housed in a baccarat flacon, deserving of royalty.

Abeille Royale Daily Repair Serum
50ml, £127.00 by Guerlain, available at
Selfridges

ABEILLE

ROYALE

DAILY,REPAIR
An ultimate favourite! You cannot let the spring and summer go s
by, without including this wonderful serum as part of your daily e
skin care routine! The product is composed with honey from ke
the Island of Ouessant and a Guerlain-exclusive Royal Jelly { e

and this serum is the ultimate epiphany of a luxurious skincare
product, feeling amazing on the skin! A repairing concentrate, i
contributing to more firmer skin with results of a recontoured
and glowing complexion, capturing youth! A must have!

Re-Nutriv Ultimate Diamond Transformative
Energy Creme 50ml, £270.00 by Estée Lauder,
available at Harrods

This luxurious face cream contours your skin, as well as improving skin
tone. Infused with the rarest treasures of nature, black diamond truffle
extract, it brings energy and radiance to the complexion - created using
a secret process, requiring more than 10,000 hours of work to create the
formula. This surely is one to put on your list for the season!
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Jean Paul Gaultier Le Male
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